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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
In the United States of America 
510 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


To THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


Dear Brethren: 


Our thoughts turn to you in affectionate remem- 
brance as we assemble together in the city of Philadel- 
phia. The presence and greetings of your represen- 
tatives have made our hearts glad. In the name of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the great Head of 
the church, we send you hearty greetings in return. 


Two events in particular make us think of you. 
Our Assembly is meeting in this historic city where 
years ago the first General Assembly convened to 
which you and we look back as the mother of our 
two churches. We are met also to celebrate the 250th 
anniversary of the occasion when Presbyterianism 
took on organized form in this country. With deep 
gratitude to God, we recall the day when your ances- 


tors and ours, the Presbyterian fathers of that early 
period, formed themselves into a presbytery”and so 
constituted the basic authority in the Presbyterian 
pattern of church order. 


At a later period our paths separated as ecclesias- 
tical bodies. Yet time and again since that unhappy 
hour we have given evidence to one another of our 
essential oneness in Christ and of our common loyalty 
to the Presbyterian heritage of faith. It gives us 
at the present time the purest joy that, although as 
churches our separateness continues, the closest bonds 


bind our members and ministers together in coopera- 
tive effort. We never cease, moreover, to thank God 
for the several Christian organizations of a national 
and ecumenical character to which we both belong, 
and through which we bear witness to the truth of 
Christ and render service to his worldwide Kingdom. 


Above all, we thank God for those joint enterprises 
which we carry forward in foreign lands. For many 
years missionaries of both our churches have worked 
harmoniously together beyond the boundaries of our 
nation and have, with the blessing of God, brought 
into being new Christian communities who regard our 
two churches as their common mother in the Lord. 
In this way the grace of Jesus Christ has transcended 
our dividedness, and through our united witness the 
ends of the earth have heard the salvation of our God. 


It is our earnest prayer, brethren beloved, that God 
may bless you in the deliberations of your Assembly. 
May he grant you in rich measure the presence and 
guidance of his Holy Spirit. IIlumined by the Spirit’s 
holy light may you see clearly and act wisely, to the 
end that what is said and done in all your councils 
may form a glorious page in the annals of the Re- 
deemer’s Kingdom. 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 
Your in imperishable bonds, 


DAVID W. PROFFITT, Moderator 
EUGENE CARSON BLAKE, Stated Clerk 











Letters to the Editors ; 





Week’s Emphasis Jumps Missionary Giving 





From $250 to $2,500 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


When a church jumps, in four days time, 
from an annual gift of $200 to an annual 
gift of $2,500 to world missions, that is 
news. It is all very well for our big 
churches, like Chattanooga First, to tell 
us how it climbed to the $80,000 mark, but 
people want to hear what the little 
churches can do. 

When the three tiny churches of Piney 
Flats, Tenn., called a new pastor in March 
56, they little expected that the first proj- 
ect he would lead them to would be a 
missionary conference—a school of mis- 
sions with pledges. They had been with- 
out a regular pastor for nearly two years. 
Many things clamored for attention at 
once. Many needs cried for money. How 
natural to have said, “Wait for a year 
or two until pastor and people can get 
together and work on local needs first, and 
then we will do something for world mis- 
sions.” 

No. As soon as a team could be secured 
from Nashville, they held 19 meetings and 
launched the canvass, with magnificent re- 
sults. The pastor, Carl Wilson, was on the 
team and spoke effectively on The Mean- 
ing of the Missionary Call and Seek Ye 
First the Kingdom of God. I am begging 
him to tell the story and to “make known 
to you the grace of God which hath been 
given in the churches of Piney Flats.” 

Frank A. Brown. 
Norfolk, Va. 


Pentecost and the Church 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Thanks for printing the Pentecost mes- 
sages by Jesse R. Wilson and the presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches 
(OvTLooK, May 14). It is high time that 
we Presbyterians gave Pentecost “its right- 
ful place alongside of Christmas, Good 
Friday and Easter.” When we do, we may 
even find ourselves at long last reaching 
those Christians, both white and colored, 
who pass us by in favor of the so-called 
“fringe” sects. These people have an en- 
thusiastic interest in the good news of 
Pentecost which we could well emulate. 

In a denomination whose bulletins give 
Pentecost second-billing below “Rural 
Life Sunday” and whose Sunday School 
guides for the day give it no mention at 
all, it would appear that we still have a 
long way to go. 

Jesus warned: “Every sin and blas- 
phemy will be forgiven men, but the blas- 
phemy against the Spirit will not be for- 
given.” Is there not a blasphemy of 
silence? 

CHARLES A. Howe. 
Elkton, Va. 


JICU Affiliation 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have just read the May 28 issue of 
THE OvrTLooK, which banner-headlined 
the Board of World Missions’ “approval” 
of the Japanese ICU. The story refers to 

“the “endorsement” of the Board and sug- 
gests that official participation is just 
around the corner. 

This collection of affirmative terms used 
to describe the Board’s refusal to grant 


official endorsement or recommend a for- 
mal connection with the ICU is remark- 
able in view of the fact that there seems 
to be no substantial change in policy as 
a result of this action. As a matter of 
fact, in previous actions the Board sup- 
ported the Mission; in this one, the Board 
refused to support the request for an 
official connection with the venture. Don’t 
you think you gave a wrong impression 
to your readers? 
G. AIKEN TAYLOR. 

Alexandria, La. 


NOTE—To the contrary, we gave 
our readers news of the quite hopeful 
prospect of affiliation with the JICU. The 
recent General Assembly was informed 
of this prospect also.—Eds. 


BPs vs. Mclintire 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Send 18 copies of “They That Sow the 
Wind” (OvuTLOoK, May 7). 

I congratulate you on this illuminating 
article on the deplorable activities and 
attitudes of Dr. McIntire. This pamphlet 
will clarify things for many fair-minded 
people who have been confused over many 
of these issues. 

JESSE M. BADER. 
World Convention of Churches of Christ, 
New York. 





May I join in a song of praise and con- 
gratulations to you for your May 7 issue. 
Your article was factual and written in a 
most scholarly vein. It certainly was not 
vindictive nor hateful, though it would 
be very easy for many opponents of Dr. 
McIntire to wax into hot temper.... 

CHARLES M. FirTz, Jr. 
Reading Pa. 





I am deeply grateful to you. ... Your 
thorough work regarding the schismatic 
group known as the “Bible” Presbyterians 
is very relevant to this area. ...I hope 
you will print all possible information as 
to the further movement of this pathetic 
group. 

NerL M. HIGBEEr. 
Lemmon, South Dakota. 





... I have always felt that a few schis- 
matics will have much to answer for, in 
heaven, for the deplorable activities they 
have engaged in. You have rendered the 
church a signal service in publishing this 
full account. 

R. W. GILBERT. 
Fremont, Neb. 


EDITORS—As would be expected, all 
responses are not so enthusiastic as 
the foregoing. “Orthodox” Presbyterian 
readers, for example, were told in The 
Guardian about our article as follows: 


“... The editors had apparently come 
into possession of some private letters 
and have obviously given attention to 
gathering quite a bit of material. [Incor- 
rect; everything we carried was based 
upon Bible Presbyterian privately pub- 
lished accounts.—Eds.] . .. While we have 
felt the lash of McIntire’s tongue and pen 
on more than one occasion. ... in the 
matter of historic Christianity ... we 
and McIntire are on the same side... . 


When a journal which makes a pretense 
of some standards of decency and ethics 
stoops to the level: Which characteyzizes 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK in its May 7 
issue, the only solution is for its readers 
to cancel their subscriptions and let the 
paper fold up, . .. We doubt that THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK has hurt McIn- 
tire. We are sure it has hurt itself.” 





The flood of appreciative expressions and 
orders for thousands of extra copies of 
this article continue to mount. Only 
from “Orthodox” Presbyterian sources has 
any other word come. 


Thanks Note 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Thank you very kindly for your edi- 
torial comment about the 250th anniver- 
sary in your issue of May 14. We particu- 
larly appreciate your recommendation of 
the Journal of the Presbyterian Historical 
Society for March, 1956, dealing with the 
250th anniversary. 

This issue really does contain a lot of 
valuable historical material which can be 
of great use to ministers and churches... . 

CHARLES A. ANDERSON. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Refund for Ministers 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Through the kindness of Mr. G. B. 
Strickler, treasurer of the Board of Church 
Extension, I am able to give you the fol- 
lowing information: 

The Internal Revenue Code of 1954, Sec- 
tion 107 (2), provides that rental allow- 
ance paid to ministers, to the extent used 
to rent or provide a home, is exempt from 
Federal Income Tax. We are now in re- 
ceipt of information that Revenue Ruling 
56-58 of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, dealing with manse allowances 
to clergymen, revokes prior rulings of the 
Commissioner and states that it will ac- 
cept certain court decisions and will fol- 
low these decisions, which held that rental 
allowance paid to ministers, to the ex- 
tent used to rent or provide a home is 
exempt from Federal Income Tax. 

It is our understanding that under Rev- 
enue Ruling 56-58 ministers may claim a 
refund of tax paid as a result of reporting 
rental or manse allowance as income in 
the year 1953 to the extent that it was 
used to rent or provide a home. The years 
1954 and 1955 are covered under the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1954, as previously 
set out, and claims for years prior to 
1953 are barred in view of the three year 
statute of limitations for filing a refund 
claim. The Federal Income Tax return 
for the calendar year 1953 being due on 
March 15, 1954, the statute of limitations, 
for filing a claim for refund of 1953 taxes 
will not expire until March 15, 1957. 

Anyone making a claim for refund 
should understand that the Internal Rev- 
enue Department will make a careful 
review of the Income Tax return of the 
claimant for any year in which a refund 
is claimed and should, therefore, be fully 
prepared to answer any questions with 
regard to such return. 

Claim form number 843 may be obtain- 
ed from the Internal Revenue Department 
and when completed, should be filed with 
the District Director of Internal Revenue 
where the tax was paid. Instructions for 
filling out the form are printed thereon. 

E. C. Scort, Stated Clerk. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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UJ. S. ASSEMBLY MARKED BY LITTLE DISCUSSION, UNANIMOUS ACTIONS 


The day-to-day report of the Presby- 
terian, U. S., General Assembly at Mon- 
treat, N. C., begun last week in these 
columns, is now continued. 


EVENING PROGRAMS 

The Friday evening “popular” meet- 
ing was presented by Christian educa- 
tion leaders, linking the Christian home 
and Christian higher education. It was 
followed by an open house at the adjoin- 
ing bookstore, with an autographing 
party for the Moderator, W. Taliaferro 
Thompson, whose new book, An Ad- 
ture in Love, is a recent publication. 

Saturday evening was devoted to a 
presentation of the work of the General 
Fund and the General Council. The 
General Fund includes the Assembly’s 
Training School, American Bible So- 
ciety, Women’s Work, the Historical 
Foundation, Stillman College, Montreat, 
and the General Council. 

A feature of the evening meeting was 
a tribute to the Stated Clerk, E. C. Scott, 
upon completion of 20 years in that 
position plus 10 more years as assistant 
clerk. He and Mrs. Scott were presented 
silver gifts. 

Sunday morning’s sermon was preach- 
ed by Stephen J. Sloop, missionary to 
Brazil, on ‘“‘“Greater Works to the Greater 
Glory of God.” The communion service 
was led by Geo. A. Nickles, Charleston, 
S. C., and Arthur V. Gibson, Atlanta, 
Ga., with more than 70 elders assisting. 

That afternoon an unusually brief 
program marked the presentation of fra- 
ternal delegates. Wade H. Boggs, chair- 
man of the permanent committee on In- 
terchurch Relations, presented L. P. 
Knox, Gastonia, N. C.; Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian delegate; Robert H. 
Mayo, New Castle, Pa., United Presby- 
terian, and Glenn W. Moore, New York, 
Presbyterian, USA. 

Mr. Knox expressed the debt of grati- 
tude felt by his church for many Presby- 
terian, U. S., courtesies; Mr. Mayo made 
a plea for more united effort, saying, 
“Just because you voted down union last 
year doesn’t mean that we reached a 
deadend. We need one another far 
more than in the publication of the 
Hymnbook and in producing Sabbath 
school lessons.” He called for prayers 
for union with the USA church and he 
asked, “If we are to be united by the 
date of our centennial in 1958, is it too 


much to ask that four years from now, 
on the anniversary of your church, we 
might consummate a union?” 


USA Greetings 


Dr. Moore, who is secretary of the 
General Council, said he had come di- 
rectly from the USA Assembly in Phila- 
delphia to the one in Montreat and that 
he had felt no difference. “We are 
exactly alike.” He reminded the As- 
sembly that the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the U. S. Church is near 
but “back of that is 150 years that be- 
longs to all of us together. May God 
grant that sometime in the future there 
may be a history which is once again 
ours jointly.” 

Stressing the recent gains in the USA 
church, Dr. Moore declared, ‘‘When there 
is a spiritual unity we progress in ways 
that we never did before.” 

He said the USA church has problems 
today—the same as yours. One of these 
is segregation. He said there has been 
a “somewhat shifting feeling in the USA 
church on this subject. Whatever you 
say about it, vou must be ready to apply 
in vour own congregations.” 

Other problems he mentioned: the 
concept of the church involving individ- 
ualism vs. belonging to the beloved com- 
munity; compartmentalization of  re- 
ligious experience vs. the whole of life; 
too many people look at the church 
and judge it on other bases instead of 
in terms of the will of God; union with 
the United Presbyterians. 

On the latter point, he described the 
widespread feeling in the USA church 
against the proposed name: The United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA. Al- 
though there were strong expressions 
against it in the General Assembly, the 
turning point came when a commission- 
er asked, “Is the name the most impor- 
tant thing with which we are dealing 
here ?”’ The Assembly then directed itself 
“to the deeper thing on which we should 
base our vote.” 

Dr. Moore concluded by reading the 
letter from the USA Assembly (see cov- 
er). 


Wilson Address 


Another high mark in the special pro- 
grams at the Assembly came Sunday 
night when Davidson College’s history 
professor, Frontis W. Johnston, spoke 
on “Woodrow Wilson—the Realist.” 


The response to this address was en- 
thusiastic, with widespread demands 
(and an Assembly request) that it be 
provided in printed form. The South- 
ern Church has an especial interest in 
Wilson because his father was a minister 
in the church and at one time stated 
clerk of the Assembly. Wilson grew up 
as a boy in the Southern church and 
later, as President, was an elder in the 
Central church in Washington. 

What made Wilson great, said Dr. 
Johnston, was his ideal of faith. He 
said Wilson cannot be adequately under- 
stood without reviewing four factors that 
molded him: his Scotch-Irish back- 
ground; he was a Southerner; he was 
a Christian and a Presbyterian; he was 
a scholar. 

“Providence has relented,” he said, 
“and given us another chance, and the 
perambulating ghost of Woodrow Wilson 
comes round to remind us of the fact. 
What Wilson had was faith in us. In 
the providence of God, America will 
come to the realization that she was born 
to serve mankind. The only thing the 
world cannot permanently resist is the 
moral force of great convictions, so Wil- 
son was convinced the great cause he 
lived for would rise again. 

“Our American democracy may be 
honestly proud that it set Wilson high 
where he could speak to all the world 
the coming peace of men of goodwill.” 

On Monday evening the Assembly 
heard World Missions secretary C. Darby 
Fulton stress the urgency of that cause, 
followed by four missionary candidates 
soon to take up their work abroad. 

This was followed by an off-beat even- 
ing program that caught the commis- 
sioners flat-footed. Secretary P. D. Mil- 
ler introduced the Church Extension 
staff, made a few comments on the 
Board’s responsibility and opportunity 
and, within ten minutes, said, ‘““Any more 
from me would be talking money out of 
the plate,” and stopped. 

Frequently the Assembly continues its 
business if an evening session is not 
long but with two Boards scheduled to 
present their work, it had not been 
thought possible and the completion of 
business was deferred until Tuesday 


morning. 
MONDAY 


To return to the daily journal of 
events, the Monday morning session be- 








gan with an enabling action regarding 
the step taken on Saturday providing for 
the ordination of women as elders and 
deacons. The ad interim committee had 
offered the study and its favorable rec- 
ommendation which the Assembly had 
adopted but the specific verbal changes 
in the Book of Church Order had not 
been mentioned. 

With his usual foresight, the Stated 
Clerk indicated that he had spent a good 
deal of time, since the Saturday action, 
working on the necessary revision. He 
read the results of his work to the As- 
sembly and was authorized to send these 
changes to the presbyteries as amend- 
ments. In most cases it involves simply 
a provision of the female pronoun along 
with the male. 

There was some evidence that an effort 
would be made by opponents of ordina- 
tion to re-open the entire question but 
the Assembly looked upon this as unwise 
with its vote of 390-32 authorizing the 
clerk to prepare the amendments. 

Gabriel Abdullah, Jacksonville, Fla., 
who had opposed the ordination step, 
made another appearance with a motion 
that a committee be named to present the 
case against ordination which could be 
sent to the presbyteries as they voted on 
the question. He proposed that the com- 
mittee consist of G- T. Gillespie, Daniel 
Iverson (both of whom had opposed the 
step on Saturday) and three others to be 
named by them. 

J. W. Bracey, New Orleans, said, “We 
are conscious of a division in our church 
and most of us know who the leaders of 
the division are. It has now developed 
that when a group loses it wants to put 
its own statement before the church along 
with the action taken by the Assembly 
itself.” 

A motion to table the Abdullah pro- 
posal carried, followed by a statement 
by Dr. Gillespie to the effect that he 
had been opposed to having the commit- 
tee. 

Marriage Report 

Donald G. Miller, Union Seminary 
(Va.) professor of New Testament, pre- 
sented the ad interim report on marriage, 
divorce and re-marriage- This had been 
expected to develop in to much the same 
kind of debate as that of Saturday and 
on many of the same grounds but, to the 
surprise of everybody, it was not debated 
at all and was adopted unanimously. 

This report (OutLook, Apr. 16, 23, 
30) eliminates statements in the Confes- 
sion of Faith providing for divorce on 
the grounds of adultery or desertion. 
This, the committee said, would leave the 
statement bearing “witness to the divine 
intention for marriage as set forth in the 
Bible, without any exception.” 

The committee declared its own un- 
happiness about its inability to provide 
a report on the subject fully acceptable 
to its own members but it expressed the 
hope that future study would lead to the 


4 


“fuller revelation of the mind of Christ.” 

The revision suggests the advisability 
of having a Sessional committee to work 
with the pastor in determining the eli- 
gibility for marriage of people who have 
been divorced, based on such considera- 
tions as “recognition of responsibility for 
the failure of the former marriage, true 
penitence for this failure, true forgive- 
ness of the former partner, an understand- 
ing of the Christian meaning of mar- 
riage, the intention of making the new 
venture in dependence on Christ, and the 
sincere purpose to root the new family 
relationship in faithful participation in 
the worship and life of the church.” 

It was also urged that “a minister 
should not perform any marriage where 
there is not a clear intention to establish 
a Christian home.” 

These amendments must be approved 
by three-fourths of the 85 presbyteries 
and by the 1957 Assembly. 

Asked for a statement on common law 
marriage, the Assembly’s reply was badly 
treated in the daily press where the im- 
portant condition in the reply was 
omitted in the newspapers. This is what 
the Assembly declared: 

“In the light of Scripture, what consti- 
tutes marriage is neither the act of the 
state nor of the church, but the mutual 
consent of the parties to live together as 
man and wife. Therefore, in the sight of 
God, a common law marriage is a valid 
marriage. Nevertheless, in the light of the 
Christian’s obligation as a citizen, he 


should obey the laws that now govern 
marriage in the state where he lives.” 


“Spurious” Passages 


The report was accompanied by an 
“Addendum,” pointing to the passages 
in Matt. 5:32 and 19:9 which have tradi- 
tionally been interpreted as permitting 
divorce on the grounds of adultery. This 
was expected to draw the fire of some 
members of the Assembly, although the 
committee reported that in a poll of the 
church’s seminary faculties in Bible and 
theology practical unanimity had been 
found among these professors in declar- 
ing the Matthean passages spurious (not 
genuine). They said Mark (the earliest 
gospel), Luke and Paul state no grounds 
for divorce and the supposition is that 
the exceptional clause was added to Mat- 
thew’s account by some scribe at a later 
date. 

Bills and Overtures 


Following the Assembly’s pattern of 
adopting reports unanimously and with- 
out discussion, attention was directed to 
the standing committee on Bills and 
Overtures presented by David H. Eding- 
ton, Jr., Spring Hill, Ala. In this report 
the Assembly approved the traditional 
seal now used on Board of Christian 
Education publications as the church’s 
official seal; it approved the idea of a 
uniform church emblem for church signs 
and similar uses and asked the Board 
of Christian Education to develop it. It 
also approved a requested study of exist- 


ing agencies of the church and gave this 
task to the General Council. Later on, 
when the report on Women’s Work was 
presented, this Board was singled out 
for special study, with the hope that its 
program may be more completely inte- 
grated into the total church program. 

The committee recommended by a 
unanimous vote a negative reply to a 
series of overtures seeking a concen- 
tration of all Assembly agencies in At- 
lanta. It listened to representatives of 
the Atlanta interests and also represen- 
tatives of boards located elsewhere- 

A request for study of the Biblical doc- 
trine of the nature and function of the 
church, and also that of affiliate mem- 
bership for service personnel, were re- 
ferred to the Assembly’s ad interim com- 
mittee now revising the Book of Church 
Order. 


Judicial Business 

Judge John A. Fulton, of Louisville, 
Ky., reported for the Committee on Ju- 
dicial Business. He reported that a suf- 
ficient number of presbyteries had ap- 
proved the provision whereby a church 
whose membership exceeds 1,000 shall 
be represented at synod meetings by an 
additional ruling elder for each addi- 
tional 1,000 or major fraction thereof. 

The request from Atlanta Presbytery 
that a stated vacation period be made a 
part of the form of a call of a minister 
to a particular church was referred to 
the committee revising the Book of 
Church Order with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

Asked to define the meaning of an 
emergency meeting of a session, the com- 
mittee and the Assembly said that it 
would be one “requiring immediate ac- 
tion.” The following caution was also 
added: 

“The General Assembly asks our 
churches in these times of tension to ob- 
serve not only the letter of the law in 
this regard, but also the spirit thereof.” 

The Synod of South Carolina was told 
that its record involving the case of 
Thomas B. Hoover should include a full 
statement of the facts upon which judg- 
ment was rendered by its commission. 
(Dr. Hoover had been removed from his 
church by his presbytery and he had pro- 
tested the handling of his case by the 
presbytery. ) 

Asked to make a statement regarding 
the undesirability of diplomatic relations 
with the Vatican, the Assembly referred 
the matter to the Council on Christian 
relations with the request that the church’s 
stand on this matter be announced in ap- 
propriate times and situations. 

General Assembly Office 

Resolving one point of misunderstand- 
ing and disagreement, the report on the 
Office of the General Assembly, presented 
by Frederick H. Olert, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, provided that an absolute limit 
of nine years on any board shall be pre- 
served. The Assembly approved this. 
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The Assembly also declined to restore 
the listing of pastors’ salaries to the pub- 
lished book of Minutes. 

The permanent committee on the Office 
of the General Assembly had recommend- 
ed that the publication of the Minutes 
be turned over to “‘a reputable advertis- 
ing firm’? which had sought the job, but 
this was turned down. 

The committee in the Assembly also 
broke an old tradition by declaring that 
the listing of ministers’ names in the 
Minutes should omit all honorary and 
earned degrees. 

Presbyterian Book Stores were instruct- 
ed to help promote the sale of the Min- 
isterial Directory, which gives brief 
biographical information about all min- 
isters in the church. 


Minister and His Work 


Joseph B. Mack, Knoxville, Tenn., re- 
ported for the committee on the Minister 
and His Work. Every church is urged 
to conduct training courses annually for 
its church officers. Presbytery commis- 
sions on the Minister and His Work are 
advised to request the appointment of spe- 
cial judicial commissions to handle dif- 
ficulties that arise between churches and 
pastors. Commendation of the work of 
R. Graham White as director of this 
program for the Assembly was expressed 
by the standing committee and the As- 
sembly. 

A resolution introduced by J. McD. 
Richards, retiring Moderator, called for 
a special committee to seek to discover 
improved facilities for pastoral changes. 
This was referred to the Assembly’s per- 
manent committee on the Minister and 
His Work, with a report to be made to 
next year’s Assembly. 

Annuities and Relief 

Some debate was occasioned by the 
report on Annuities and Relief by John 
L. Wellford, Memphis, Tenn., elder. 
Chief item had to do with what is felt 
in North Carolina to be a form of dis- 
crimination against ministers who re- 
tire in that synod. Kate Bitting Reyn- 
olds left a sum of money which was to 
supplement payments to North Carolina 
Presbyterian ministers. However, the 
Assembly’s Board requires that all 
amounts and sources of income be listed 
in granting aid and relief. This prac- 
tice was opposed by some speakers, but 
was defended by others, who said that 
if an exception is made in this case it 
should be in others too, where additional 
sources of income are available. Mr. 
Wellford also pointed out that an emer- 
gency fund is available to help in all 
cases of extreme need. 

Alfred B. Montgomery, Jr., Tazewell, 
Va., requested that a committee be named 
to restudy the basis of membership in 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund, in view of 
the possibility of inequities and injus- 
tices which may now be allowed under 
present membership rules. (If a man con- 
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tinues to preach following his retirement 
he forfeits an eligibility which he would 
not lose if he engaged in some business 
enterprise.) The study was approved 
by a vote of 227-177. 


Interchurch Relations 


John F. Anderson, Jr., First Church, 
Dallas, Texas, reported for the committee 
on Interchurch Relations and this was 
another instance where a report was 
adopted unanimously and without de- 
bate. 

The permanent committee on Inter- 
church Relations was authorized to name 
seven representatives to a study confer- 
ence to be sponsored by the World Coun- 


cil of Churches at Oberlin, Ohio, Sept. 
3-10, 1957. 

Overtures seeking withdrawal of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., from the 
National and World Councils of 
Churches were answered in the negative. 
It was provided, however, that specific 
charges in the overtures and others 
which may be submitted by November 15 
will be answered by the permanent com- 
mittee on Interchurch Relations and that 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
membership in these Councils be reported 
at the next Assembly. 

The theme for Reformation Day, Oct. 
28, will be “The Protestant Reformation 
and Christian Higher Education,” 


Flashback to the 1923 Assembly 


History ... With a Difference 


The fact that the U. S. Assembly’s 
Moderator, Dr. Thompson, was first nom- 
inated as Moderator of the Assembly in 
1923, has led to some interesting dis- 
coveries about that Assembly, which 
also met at Montreat. 

Then, only 37 years old, Dr. Thomp- 
son was nominated by C. E. Hodgin and 
R. T. Coit. He ran second in a field 
of seven nominees, with the moderator- 
ship going to Alexander Sprunt, then 
70 years old, who was pastor of Dr. 
Thompson’s home church in Charleston, 
S. C., 1901 to 1937. 

Dr. Thompson made one of the im- 
portant addresses at that Assembly on 
“The Way the Church Is Facing Her 
Responsibility in Her Work for Young 
People.” There he pled for trained 
workers and better equipment. He said, 
Do not use the now obsolete Akron plan. 
He urged the necessity of devoting more 
time to Sunday school teaching. 

(In 1948 when he was nominated for 
Moderator, Dr. Thompson ran only two 
votes behind Dr. Fulton on the first 
ballot and only six behind on the sec- 
ond. ) 

The retiring Moderator of the 1923 
Assembly was a Columbia Seminary pro- 
fessor, R. C. Reed, who preached on the 
subject of Hell with such persuasive pow- 
er that the Assembly ordered that sermon 
printed as a tract for general distribu- 
tion. Following the sermon, the J. Blan- 
ton Belks presented their infant daughter 
for baptism in the Assembly meeting. 
This was done, it was explained, because 
Dr. Reed had taught the infant’s father 
in seminary. 

That Assembly also had a lively de- 
bate on membership in the Federal Coun- 
cil and affiliation was approved 146- 
109. 


Status of Women 

Most lively issue in the Assembly, 
however, dealt with the status of women 
in the church! The issue at this time 
was on the addition of women to the ex- 


ecutive committees. This was approved 
140-49, but the debate dealt with the 
same issues that were advanced in the 
1956 meeting in opposition to the or- 
dination of women as elders and deacons. 
It was made very clear by the opponents 
that their stand was no reflection on the 
women. Dr. Reed, for instance, said 
he thought they had enough to do al- 
ready and that additional burden should 
not be laid upon them. Furthermore, he 
said, there was no demand for the step 
among the women and also it was not 
Scriptural. 

When the step was approved over- 
whelmingly, Dr. Reed led a vigorous 
protest which was signed by 40 members 
of the Assembly. This protest said that 
a position of authority over men is for- 
bidden by the Scriptures. The step the 
Assembly had taken, it declared, was 
based upon a wrong theory of human 
rights. By creation, it was maintained, 
there are differences in the entire physical 
and mental structure. The status of wom- 
en is not inferior, but it is in a different 
sphere. Furthermore, this movement is 
part of a world-wide revolt against the 
divine ordinance in an effort to obliterate 
all distinctions between the sexes. 

Among those who signed the protest 
was J. W. Marshall, Panama City, Fla.; 
who was largely responsible for the re- 
port on the status of women which the 
1956 Assembly adopted. In recent years 
Mr. Marshall has routinely walked out 
of the meetings of presbytery and synod 
when the report on Women’s Work was 
presented by women, and his protests 
against this action led to the request that 
the Assembly make a deliverance on 
having women speak in the church courts. 
Such participation by women was ap- 
proved by the 1956 Assembly practically 
unanimously. 


The request behind the 1923 action 
came from St. Johns Presbyterial, seek- 
ing at least one woman on each execu- 
tive committee. 








Women’s Work 


In the report on Women’s Work by 
R. A. Bolling, Cleveland, Miss., it was 
pointed out that 3,308 churches have 
organized groups of Women of the 
Church, with a total of 319,198 mem- 
bers. The recent retirement of Janie W. 
McGaughey was recognized and tribute 
was paid her long service. Miss Louise 
A. Davidson, retiring chairman of the 
Board, and Mrs. A. R. Craig, the new 
chairman, were introduced to the Assem- 
bly, and Mrs- Leighton M. McCutchen, 
new executive secretary, spoke a few 
words seeking the support of the Assem- 
bly in the work of this area. Whether 
ordination of women is approved or not, 
she said, the church can depend upon the 
faithful service of the women. 

Although the standing committee fail- 
ed to report favorably on a requested 
study of the possibility of an improved 
relationship of this Board to the total 
program of the church, a substitute mo- 
tion was introduced by E. J. Humphrey, 
Richmond, Va., which underscored the 
need for special study of this possibility. 
The motion was carried 289-107. 


General Council 


The report presented by B. O. Wood, 
of San Angelo, Texas, which was adopt- 
ed, included approval of a benevolence 
budget for 1957 of $6,931,896, with a 
later addition of $25,000 to aid in the 
promotion of the Presbyterian Founda- 
tion. Amounts to be requested of the 
synods and presbyteries in support of 
this budget are considered as minimum 
askings. 

In adopting the calendar for the year 
the Assembly took an important action in 
support of the independent church papers 
affirming: 

“The reading of independent church 
papers by members of the church is im- 
portant and desirable. . . . The indepen- 
dence (of these papers) should be main- 
tained for the sake of the papers and for 
the sake of the church. It would be most 
unfortunate and foreboding if the only 
avenues of information and opinion open 
to the church were avenues over which 
the church maintained control and of 
which the church exercised that cus- 
todianship which is always given to own- 
ership. The independent church press 
has a large, significant and continuing 
service to perform to our church and to 
the whole religious community. The As- 
sembly is mindful of and grateful for the 
meaningful and constructive contribution 
which these three independent papers 
have made in the life of the church in 
supporting its endeavors, communicating 
news of its affairs, encouraging the en- 
hancement of the devotional life of 
churchmen and giving a forum for the 
frank expression of opinion and ambi- 
tion in matters of the church’s contem- 
porary or prospective engagements.” 


The only part of the committee report 
which provoked discussion had to do 
with a General Council recommendation 
of an ad interim study of children’s 
homes, hospitals and homes for the 


aging. This was recommended both by 
the General Council and by the standing 
committee. When it was proposed, the 
Stated Clerk, Dr. Scott, pointed out that 
this area of responsibility had always 
been considered that of the synods or pres- 
byteries and that previous studies of 
such responsibilities of synods or pres- 
byteries when made at the Assembly level 
had not meant much to the institutions 
concerned. He also underscored the 
amount of money which has been spent 
in recent years on ad interim committee 
studies. 

A. B. Montgomery, Jr., Tazewell, Va., 
said the question is not a point of order, 
but one of tradition, and he urged that 
the Assembly order the study. E. B. 
McGukin, Lynchburg, Va., stressed the 
fact that the request had come from the 
presbyteries and synods themselves, and 
Joseph B. Mack of Knoxville, Tenn., 
said it was not out of order for the As- 
sembly to explore the place of such insti- 
tutions in the life of the church. He 
reviewed the success of the hospital which 
was bought by the Presbyterians of 
Knoxville in recent years. In these hos- 
pitals and homes for the aging, he said, 
we have a challenge. V. B. Mountcastle, 
Roanoke, Va., said the locating of homes 
and such institutions is not a matter for 
the General Assembly and he mentioned 
problems involved in the recent locating 
of the home for the aging at Massanetta 
Springs, Va. 

The Assembly approved by voice vote 
the proposed study of these institutions 
as recommended. It is anticipated that 
such a study will survey the place of 
such homes in relation to the church and 
society and will also give the benefit of 
the best available studies which have 
been made by competent authorities. 

The Assembly approved a recommen- 
dation that the General Council provide 
some kind of continuing program like 
the “Forward With Christ” effort lead- 
ing up to the centennial celebration of 
1961. The centennial celebration, it was 
emphasized, should be an occasion for 
looking forward as well as backward. 
This recommendation as presented by 
the General Council was quoted in full in 
the April 30 OuTLooK. 

The Assembly approved five overtures 
relative to the establishment of a micro- 
film and photostatic center at the His- 
torical Foundation at Montreat. It 
endorsed the establishment of such a 
center for the preservation and repro- 
duction of historical materials and it 
authorized the Historical Foundation to 


seek the necessary funds for this pur- 
pose. It was indicated that this will be 
a privately conducted campaign. 


Foundation Promotion 


Some debate was occasioned by the 
request for $25,000 for the Presbyterian 
Foundation. This Foundation is formed 
by the trustees of the General Assembly 
to solicit and receive gifts for the church 
at large and for its agencies. The stand- 
ing committee and the Assembly ap- 
proved the addition of $25,000 to the 
budget of the General Fund for 1957 
to promote this work. Harvey Horton, 
McAllen, Texas, said the money couldn’t 
be spared because the General Fund 
Agencies don’t have enough as it is. 
Harvey Glass, Louisville, Ky.; said many 
commissioners don’t know the differ- 
ence between the Historical Foundation 
and Presbyterian Foundation. The fact 
that many don’t know about the Presby- 
terian Foundation shows the need that 
exists. 

Mr. Hill, an Arkansas elder in the in- 
vestment business, said such an invest- 
ment in employing an experienced man 
to get gifts will help all of the causes. 
He said it would be a great mistake not 
to take advantage of more plentiful 
money in these days and a favorable tax 
structure for giving. Norman Krebbs, 
Kansas City, said the $25,000 would 
underwrite the operation of the Foun- 
dation, but the usual fee of 5% on gifts 
disbursed would be used to finance the 
work. William Aberly, Jacksonville, 
Fla., said the $25,000 item was a rather 
insignificant amount compared to the 
$7,000,000 budget. 

The Assembly approved the addition 
of the amount. 


Christian Education 

There was little discussion of the 
Christian Education report presented by 
Alton Glasure, St. Petersburg, Fla. Over- 
tures requesting that no appropriation be 
made to Montreat College was answered 
by pointing out that the college made no 
request for funds for the coming year. 

Preparation of a Book of Worship in 
cooperation with United and USA Pres- 
byterians was looked upon with favor 
and the matter was referred to the Board 
of Christian Education for whatever may 
be possible in this regard. 

The Assembly disappoved a Louisville 
request for the provision of vacation 
school materials to local book stores and 
sustained the policy now in operation by 
the Board of Christian Education. 

It was pointed out that Stillman Col- 





NEXT WEEK’S OUTLOOK... 


—What U. S. and USA Commissioners thought about the Montreat 
and Philadelphia Assemblies; 


—Editorial interpretation and evaluation 
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lege lacks only $36,000 of funds "pledged 
in the recent campaign in order to bring 
its receipt up to the $900,000 necessary to 
claim a full challenge gift of $100,000. 

Montreat came into the picture in a 
recommendation “that the Assembly and 
our church continue to pray for the de- 
velopment of the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation and Montreat College” and 
the trustees were commended “for the 
progress which has been made by these 
institutions during the past year.” 

The Assembly paid tribute, with ex- 
pressions by R. Matthew Lynn and the 
Moderator, to John L. Fairly, upon his 
completion of 27 years in the religious 
education program. He and Mrs. Fairly 
were on the platform for this recognition. 


TUESDAY 
Church Extension 


E. B. McGukin, Lynchburg, Va., re- 
ported for Church Extension. The As- 
sembly underscored the availability of 
the new study book, Bright Future—A 
New Day for the Town and the Country 
Church by James M. Carr. It urged a 
$1,000,000 supplementary offering dur- 
ing the special week of emphasis in 1957 
“to help meet the pressing need for 
capital funds to build churches in this 
day of marvelous opportunity.” It is 
stressed that 80% of all funds secured 
in such an effort shall be retained by the 
presbyteries, with 20% remitted to the 
Board for distribution to areas of great- 
est need and opportunity. 

Appointment of an ad interim com- 
mittee of seven was approved: 

“To study the whole field of mass com- 
munications by the agencies of the As- 
sembly, the cost of and the policies and 
procedures to be followed in promoting 
the most effective use. This committee 
shall include representatives of certain 
agencies of the church, business men, and 


representatives of the radio and television 
industry.” 


The Assembly also took this signifi- 
cant action: 

“That the strong congregations through- 
out the Assembly be encouraged to col- 
onize and sponsor the organization of 
new churches in areas of population 
growth.” 

A considerable amount of discussion 
was devoted to the personnel portion of 
the committee report with regard to new 
members named to the Board. When it 
did not appear in the report that it dif- 
fered from the recommendations of the 
permanent Nominating Committee, as 
required by the Assembly rules, it was 
pointed out that it had been thought 
urgent to retain two members for re- 
election. However, the Assembly show- 
ed no disposition to extend the term of 
office of any members in this connection, 
as was true also in later reports, and on 
every occasion sustained the recommen- 
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1956 U.S. Assembly Appointments 


PERSONNEL NAMED 


Moderator, W. Taliaferro Thompson. 

Stated Clerk, E. C. Scott; assistant, 
Archie C. Smith; temporary, Elwin H. 
Roberts, Bramwell, W. Va.: L. B. Gibbs, 
Clayton, Ga.; Wm. T. Magill, Excelsior 
Springs, Mo. 

Assistants to the Moderator, M. S. 
Huske, Greensboro, N. C.; G. T. Gillespie, 
Jackson, Miss.; J. L. Lancaster, Char- 
lottesville, Va.; T. H. Gallaher, Waco, 
Texas; T. Mack Blackburn, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

Permanent Judicial Committee—1959: 
Cc. E. S. Kraemer, Richmond, Va.; Alton 
H. Glasure, St. Petersburg, Fla.; Robt. G. 
Kennington, Jackson, Miss. 

Office of the General Assembly—1959: 
H. Kerr Taylor, Dallas, Texas; W. B. 
Clemmons, Columbus, Ga.; David H. 
Edington, Spring Hill, Ala.; David Givens, 
Somerville, Tenn.; J. E. Faucette, Bristol, 
Tenn.; W. Edwin Hemphill, Richmond, 
Va. 1957: Mrs. Ross Parker, Charleston, 
W. Va. (replacing A. C. Smith). 

Trustees of the General Assembly 
(Presbyterian Foundation)—1959: F. L. 
Jackson, Davidson, N. C.; W. H. Hopper, 
Louisville, Ky.; Ivey W. Stewart, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

Historical Foundation—1959: W. T. Me- 
Elroy, Louisville, Ky.; Mrs. Shirley Boy- 
kin, Carollton, Ga.; L. Young White, 
Mooresville, N. C. 

Annuities and Relief—1959: L. E. Allen, 
Orlando, Fla.; W. A. Benfield, Jr., Louis- 
ville, Ky.; Philip F. Howerton, Charlotte, 
N. C.; John L. Oliver, Cape Girardeau, 
Mo.; James L. Fowle, Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
A. A. McKeithan, Brooksville, Fla. 

General Council—1962: Nat K. Reiney, 
Lewisburg, Tenn.; Tully Blair, Winston- 
Salem, N. C.; Mrs. Everard Jones, Tchula, 
Miss.; J. H. McKinnon, Knoxville, Tenn.; 
Massey M. Heltzel, Richmond, Va.; Sam 
M. Inman, Charlotte, N. C.: 1958: W. E. 
Phifer (Annuities & Relief); 1957: Mrs. 
W. A. McCutchen, Birmingham (Women’s 
Work); A. V. Gibson, Atlanta (Church Ex- 
tension); R. Matthew Lynn, Midland, 
Texas (Christian Education). 

Interchurch Relations (named by syn- 
ods)—1956: W. M. Elliott, Jr., Texas; G. 
T. Gillespie, Miss.; B. R. Lacy, N. C. (to 
be replaced by synod); J. C. Ruffin, Ark.; 
G. Roland Sims, Ala. (to be replaced by 
synod); J. Martin Singleton, Okla.; 1957: 
Wade H. Boggs, La.; Walter R. Courtenay, 
Tenn.; Louise A. Davidson (Women’s 
Board); R. E. Kell, Appalachia; John S. 
McMullen, Mo.; C. E. Piephoff, Ga.; 1958: 
Harry H. Bryan, W. Va.; J. A. Fulton, 
Ky.; U. S. Gordon, Fla.; John H. Martin, 
S. C.; Donald G. Miller, Va. 

National Council of Churches—1957: 
Donald C. Agnew, Atlanta, succeeding J. 
R. McCain; Vernon S. Broyles, succeeding 
Powell Fraser. 

World Council of Churches—1959: Prin- 
cipals: David L. Stitt, Austin, Texas; Jos. 
C. Robert, Hampden-Sydney, Va.; alter- 
nates: Olof Anderson, Louisville, Ky., 
Frank Lynn. 

Presbyterian World Alliance—Mrs. Ron- 
ald S. Wilson, Miami, Fla., principal; Mrs. 
D. Douglas Wilkinson, Jacksonville, Fla., 
alternate. 

Lord’s Day Alliance—A. R. Bird, Sr., 
Washington, D. C.; R. T. L. Liston, Bris- 
tol, Tenn. 

Presbyterian World Alliance Theologi- 
cal Committee—John N. Thomas, Rich- 


mond, Va., principal; Felix B. Gear, De- 
ecatur, Ga., alternate. Jas. I. McCord, 
Austin, Texas, has been named chairman 
by the Alliance. 

Women’s Work— 1959: Stuart R. Ogles- 
by, Geo. B. Hoyt, Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. W. 
H. Hopper, Louisville, Ky.; Mrs. Paul K. 
Buckles, Norfolk, Va.; Mrs. W. Rex Josey, 
Manning, S. C.; Mrs. W. MclIlwaine 
Thompson, Richmond, Va. 

Christian Education—1959: Jas. Apple- 
by, Richmond, Va.; Mrs. F. J. Brooke, 
Jr., Norfolk, Va.; Marshall W. Brown. 
Clinton, S. C.; H. V. Shenck, Richmond, 
Va.; Mrs. J. K. Fancher, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Martin Sweets, Louisville, Ky.; 1958: H. 
Harold Wells, Oklahoma City. Ex officio 
(one year): Walter R. Humphrey, Ft. 
Worth; John J. Deifell, Greensboro, N. 
C.; Elmer Taylor, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Assembly’s Training School—1959: Janie 
W. McCutchen, Atlanta; E. S. Campbell, 
Tampa, Fla.; W. H. McCorkle, Atlanta; 
R. McF. Crowe, Jackson, Miss.; Mrs T. 
H. Grafton, Staunton, Va.; Eleanor Belk, 
Charlotte, N. C.; C. F. Johnson, Alexan- 
dria, Va. 

Mountain Retreat Association—1959: M. 
O. Sommers, Kingsport, Tenn.; Ferguson 
Wood, Johnson City, Tenn.; Fred R. 
Stair, Hickory, N. C.; Wm. F. Mansell, 
en route to Abingdon, Va.; Thos. H. Tal- 
bot, Longview, Texas; T. A. Freeman, 
Elizabethton, Tenn.; W. L. McLeod, 
Shreveport, La.; Raleigh M. Engle, Ches- 
ter, S. C.; S. Wilkes Dendy, Dalton, Ga.; 
John McSween, Clinton, S. C; John E. 
Richards, Macon, Ga. Laymen: Horace 
Hull, Memphis, Tenn.; Adrian William- 
son, Monticello, Ark.; Aubrey Miree, Bir- 
mingham, Ala.; Emmit Anderson, Tam- 
pa, Fla.; Warren Dale, Houston, Texas; 
John V. Matthews, Fayetteville, Tenn. 

Stillman College—1959: Mrs. R. L. 
Peters, Kingsport, Tenn.; E. V. Ramage, 
Birmingham, Ala.; F. H. M. Williams, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Cecil Woods, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; T. Russell Nunan, Green- 
ville, Miss.; W. Frank Wood, Cleveland, 
Miss.; Albert J. Kissling, Jacksonville, 
Fla.; Jas. E. Fogartie, Charlotte, N. C. 

Church Extension—1959: Wm. C. Brown, 
Lothair, Ky.; A. W. Dick, Memphis, 
Tenn.; Jos. B. Ledford, Kansas City, Mo.; 
J. Davison Philips, Decatur, Ga.; Jas. 
L. Doom, Hamlet, N. C.; Mrs. Mare C. 
Weersing, Spartanburg, S. C.; Edward 
D. Grant, Baton Rouge, La.; 1958: Mrs. 
T. D. Connell, Shreveport, La. (for Mrs. 
S. A. Robinson, resigned). 

World Missions—1959: T. M. Barn- 
hardt, Jr., Charlotte, N. C.; Jas. E. Bear, 
Richmond, Va.; Morgan McClintock, 
Miami, Fla.; W. L. McColgin, Pine Bluff, 
Ark.; Mrs. H. C. Bleckschmidt, St. Louis, 
Mo.; Robt. E. Craig, McComb, Miss.; Wm. 
H. McCord, Nashville, Tenn. 

Christian Relations Council—Board of 
Church Extension: E. T. Thompson, Al- 
bert C. Winn (’58); Geo. H. Wright (’57); 
1957: John B. Spragens (Christian Edu- 
cation), Harry M. Moffett (World Mis- 
sions) ; Mrs. Robt. L. MacDougall, Atlanta; 
Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville, Ky.; 1958: 
Annie Tait Jenkins Women’s Work); 
Wm. P. Anderson, Jr., (Christian Educa- 
tion); Irvin Elligan, Richmond, Va.; John 
H. Hill, Texas City, Texas; 1959: Emile 
Dieth (Christian Education); Robt. B. 
MacNeill, Columbus, Ga.; Robt. R. Wil- 
son, Durham, N. C. 








Women’s Work 


In the report on Women’s Work by 
R. A. Bolling, Cleveland, Miss., it was 
pointed out that 3,308 churches have 
organized groups of Women of the 
Church, with a total of 319,198 mem- 
bers. The recent retirement of Janie W. 
McGaughey was recognized and tribute 
was paid her long service. Miss Louise 
A. Davidson, retiring chairman of the 
Board, and Mrs. A. R. Craig, the new 
chairman, were introduced to the Assem- 
bly, and Mrs- Leighton M. McCutchen, 
new executive secretary, spoke a few 
words seeking the support of the Assem- 
bly in the work of this area. Whether 
ordination of women is approved or not, 
she said, the church can depend upon the 
faithful service of the women. 

Although the standing committee fail- 
ed to report favorably on a requested 
study of the possibility of an improved 
relationship of this Board to the total 
program of the church, a substitute mo- 
tion was introduced by E. J. Humphrey, 
Richmond, Va., which underscored the 
need for special study of this possibility. 
The motion was carried 289-107. 


General Council 


The report presented by B. O. Wood, 
of San Angelo, Texas, which was adopt- 
ed, included approval of a benevolence 
budget for 1957 of $6,931,896, with a 
later addition of $25,000 to aid in the 
promotion of the Presbyterian Founda- 
tion. Amounts to be requested of the 
synods and presbyteries in support of 
this budget are considered as minimum 
askings. 

In adopting the calendar for the year 
the Assembly took an important action in 
support of the independent church papers 
affirming: 

“The reading of independent church 
papers by members of the church is im- 
portant and desirable. . . . The indepen- 
dence (of these papers) should be main- 
tained for the sake of the papers and for 
the sake of the church. It would be most 
unfortunate and foreboding if the only 
avenues of information and opinion open 
to the church were avenues over which 
the church maintained control and of 
which the church exercised that cus- 
todianship which is always given to own- 
ership. The independent church press 
has a large, significant and continuing 
service to perform to our church and to 
the whole religious community. The As- 
sembly is mindful of and grateful for the 
meaningful and constructive contribution 
which these three independent papers 
have made in the life of the church in 
supporting its endeavors, communicating 
news of its affairs, encouraging the en- 
hancement of the devotional life of 
churchmen and giving a forum for the 
frank expression of opinion and ambi- 
tion in matters of the church’s contem- 
porary or prospective engagements.” 


The only part of the committee report 
which provoked discussion had to do 
with a General Council recommendation 
of an ad interim study of children’s 
homes, hospitals and homes for the 
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aging. This was recommended both by 
the General Council and by the standing 
committee. When it was proposed, the 
Stated Clerk, Dr. Scott, pointed out that 
this area of responsibility had always 
been considered that of the synods or pres- 
byteries and that previous studies of 
such responsibilities of synods or pres- 
byteries when made at the Assembly level 
had not meant much to the institutions 
concerned. He also underscored the 
amount of money which has been spent 
in recent years on ad interim committee 
studies. 

A. B. Montgomery, Jr., Tazewell, Va., 
said the question is not a point of order, 
but one of tradition, and he urged that 
the Assembly order the study. E. B. 
McGukin, Lynchburg, Va., stressed the 
fact that the request had come from the 
presbyteries and synods themselves, and 
Joseph B. Mack of Knoxville, Tenn., 
said it was not out of order for the As- 
sembly to explore the place of such insti- 
tutions in the life of the church. He 
reviewed the success of the hospital which 
was bought by the Presbyterians of 
Knoxville in recent years. In these hos- 
pitals and homes for the aging, he said, 
we have a challenge. V. B. Mountcastle, 
Roanoke, Va., said the locating of homes 
and such institutions is not a matter for 
the General Assembly and he mentioned 
problems involved in the recent locating 
of the home for the aging at Massanetta 
Springs, Va. 

The Assembly approved by voice vote 
the proposed study of these institutions 
as recommended. It is anticipated that 
such a study will survey the place of 
such homes in relation to the church and 
society and will also give the benefit of 
the best available studies which have 
been made by competent authorities. 

The Assembly approved a recommen- 
dation that the General Council provide 
some kind of continuing program like 
the “Forward With Christ” effort lead- 
ing up to the centennial celebration of 
1961. The centennial celebration, it was 
emphasized, should be an occasion for 
looking forward as well as backward. 
This recommendation as presented by 
the General Council was quoted in full in 
the April 30 OuTLOOoK. 

The Assembly approved five overtures 
relative to the establishment of a micro- 
film and photostatic center at the His- 
torical Foundation at Montreat. It 
endorsed the establishment of such a 
center for the preservation and repro- 
duction of historical materials and it 
authorized the Historical Foundation to 


seek the necessary funds for this pur- 
pose. It was indicated that this will be 
a privately conducted campaign. 
Foundation Promotion 

Some debate was occasioned by the 
request for $25,000 for the Presbyterian 
Foundation. This Foundation is formed 
by the trustees of the General Assembly 
to solicit and receive gifts for the church 
at large and for its agencies. The stand- 
ing committee and the Assembly ap- 
proved the addition of $25,000 to the 
budget of the General Fund for 1957 
to promote this work. Harvey Horton, 
McAllen, Texas, said the money couldn’t 
be spared because the General Fund 
Agencies don’t have enough as it is. 
Harvey Glass, Louisville, Ky.; said many 
commissioners don’t know the differ- 
ence between the Historical Foundation 
and Presbyterian Foundation. The fact 
that many don’t know about the Presby- 
terian Foundation shows the need that 
exists. 

Mr. Hill, an Arkansas elder in the in- 
vestment business, said such an invest- 
ment in employing an experienced man 
to get gifts will help all of the causes. 
He said it would be a great mistake not 
to take advantage of more plentiful 
money in these days and a favorable tax 
structure for giving. Norman Krebbs, 
Kansas City, said the $25,000 would 
underwrite the operation of the Foun- 
dation, but the usual fee of 5% on gifts 
disbursed would be used to finance the 
work. William Aberly, Jacksonville, 
Fla., said the $25,000 item was a rather 
insignificant amount compared to the 
$7,000,000 budget. 

The Assembly approved the addition 
of the amount. 


Christian Education 


There was little discussion of the 
Christian Education report presented by 
Alton Glasure, St. Petersburg, Fla. Over- 
tures requesting that no appropriation be 
made to Montreat College was answered 
by pointing out that the college made no 
request for funds for the coming year. 

Preparation of a Book of Worship in 
cooperation with United and USA Pres- 
byterians was looked upon with favor 
and the matter was referred to the Board 
of Christian Education for whatever may 
be possible in this regard. 

The Assembly disappoved a Louisville 
request for the provision of vacation 
school materials to local book stores and 
sustained the policy now in operation by 
the Board of Christian Education. 

It was pointed out that Stillman Col- 
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lege lacks only $36,000 of funds pledged 
in the recent campaign in order to bring 
its receipt up to the $900,000 necessary to 
claim a full challenge gift of $100,000. 


Montreat came into the picture in a 
recommendation “that the Assembly and 
our church continue to pray for the de- 
velopment of the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation and Montreat College” and 
the trustees were commended “for the 
progress which has been made by these 
institutions during the past year.” 

The Assembly paid tribute, with ex- 
pressions by R. Matthew Lynn and the 
Moderator, to John L. Fairly, upon his 
completion of 27 years in the religious 
education program. He and Mrs. Fairly 
were on the platform for this recognition. 


TUESDAY 
Church Extension 


E. B. McGukin, Lynchburg, Va., re- 
ported for Church Extension. The As- 
sembly underscored the availability of 
the new study book, Bright Future—A 
New Day for the Town and the Country 
Church by James M. Carr. It urged a 
$1,000,000 supplementary offering dur- 
ing the special week of emphasis in 1957 
“to help meet the pressing need for 
capital funds to build churches in this 
day of marvelous opportunity.” It is 
stressed that 80% of all funds secured 
in such an effort shall be retained by the 
presbyteries, with 20% remitted to the 
Board for distribution to areas of great- 
est need and opportunity. 

Appointment of an ad interim com- 
mittee of seven was approved: 

“To study the whole field of mass com- 
munications by the agencies of the As- 
sembly, the cost of and the policies and 
procedures to be followed in promoting 
the most effective use. This committee 
shall include representatives of certain 
agencies of the church, business men, and 


representatives of the radio and television 
industry.” 


The Assembly also took this signifi- 
cant action: 

“That the strong congregations through- 
out the Assembly be encouraged to col- 
onize and sponsor the organization of 


new churches in areas of population 
growth.” 


A considerable amount of discussion 
was devoted to the personnel portion of 
the committee report with regard to new 
members named to the Board. When it 
did not appear in the report that it dif- 
fered from the recommendations of the 
permanent Nominating Committee, as 
required by the Assembly rules, it was 
pointed out that it had been thought 
urgent to retain two members for re- 
election. However, the Assembly show- 
ed no disposition to extend the term of 
office of any members in this connection, 
as was true also in later reports, and on 
every occasion sustained the recommen- 
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1956 U.S. Assembly Appointments 


PERSONNEL NAMED 


Moderator, W. Taliaferro Thompson. 

Stated Clerk, E. C. Scott; assistant, 
Archie C. Smith; temporary, Elwin H. 
Roberts, Bramwell, W. Va.: L. B. Gibbs, 
Clayton, Ga.; Wm. T. Magill, Excelsior 
Springs, Mo. 

Assistants to the Moderator, M. S&S. 
Huske, Greensboro, N. C.; G. T. Gillespie, 
Jackson, Miss.; J. L. Lancaster, Char- 
lottesville, Va.; T. H. Gallaher, Waco, 
Texas; T. Mack Blackburn, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

Permanent Judicial Committee—1959: 
Cc. E. S. Kraemer, Richmond, Va.; Alton 
H. Glasure, St. Petersburg, Fla.; Robt. G. 
Kennington, Jackson, Miss. 

Office of the General Assembly—1959: 
H. Kerr Taylor, Dallas, Texas; W. B. 
Clemmons, Columbus, Ga.; David H. 
Edington, Spring Hill, Ala.; David Givens, 
Somerville, Tenn.; J. E. Faucette, Bristol, 
Tenn.; W. Edwin Hemphill, Richmond, 
Va. 1957: Mrs. Ross Parker, Charleston, 
W. Va. (replacing A. C. Smith). 

Trustees of the General Assembly 
(Presbyterian Foundation)—1959: F. L. 
Jackson, Davidson, N. C.; W. H. Hopper, 
Louisville, Ky.; Ivey W. Stewart, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

Historical Foundation—1959: W. T. Me- 
Elroy, Louisville, Ky.; Mrs. Shirley Boy- 
kin, Carollton, Ga.; L. Young White, 
Mooresville, N. C. 

Annuities and Relief—1959: L. E. Allen, 
Orlando, Fla.; W. A. Benfield, Jr., Louis- 
ville, Ky.; Philip F. Howerton, Charlotte, 
N. C.; John L. Oliver, Cape Girardeau, 
Mo.; James L. Fowle, Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
A. A. McKeithan, Brooksville, Fla. 

General Council—1962: Nat K. Reiney, 
Lewisburg, Tenn.; Tully Blair, Winston- 
Salem, N. C.; Mrs. Everard Jones, Tchula, 
Miss.; J. H. McKinnon, Knoxville, Tenn.; 
Massey M. Heltzel, Richmond, Va.; Sam 
M. Inman, Charlotte, N. C.: 1958: W. E. 
Phifer (Annuities & Relief); 1957: Mrs. 
W. A. McCutchen, Birmingham (Women’s 
Work); A. V. Gibson, Atlanta (Church Ex- 
tension); R. Matthew Lynn, Midland, 
Texas (Christian Education). 

Interchurch Relations (named by syn- 
ods)—1956: W. M. Elliott, Jr., Texas; G. 
T. Gillespie, Miss.; B. R. Lacy, N. C. (to 
be replaced by synod); J. C. Ruffin, Ark.; 
G. Roland Sims, Ala. (to be replaced by 
synod); J. Martin Singleton, Okla.; 1957: 
Wade H. Boggs, La.; Walter R. Courtenay, 
Tenn.; Louise A. Davidson (Women’s 
Board); R. E. Kell, Appalachia; John S. 
McMullen, Mo.; C. E. Piephoff, Ga.; 1958: 
Harry H. Bryan, W. Va.; J. A. Fulton, 
Ky.; U. S. Gordon, Fla.; John H. Martin, 
S. C.; Donald G. Miller, Va. 

National Council of Churches—1957: 
Donald C. Agnew, Atlanta, succeeding J. 
R. McCain; Vernon S. Broyles, succeeding 
Powell Fraser. 

World Council of Churches—1959: Prin- 
cipals: David L. Stitt, Austin, Texas; Jos. 
C. Robert, Hampden-Sydney, Va.; alter- 
nates: Olof Anderson, Louisville, Ky., 
Frank Lynn. 

Presbyterian World Alliance—Mrs. Ron- 
ald S. Wilson, Miami, Fla., principal; Mrs. 
D. Douglas Wilkinson, Jacksonville, Fla., 
alternate. 

Lord’s Day Alliance—A. R. Bird, Sr., 
Washington, D. C.; R. T. L. Liston, Bris- 
tol, Tenn. 

Presbyterian World Alliance Theologi- 
cal Committee—John N. Thomas, Rich- 


mond, Va., principal; Felix B. Gear, De- 
catur, Ga., alternate. Jas. I. McCord, 
Austin, Texas, has been named chairman 
by the Alliance. 

Women’s Work— 1959: Stuart R. Ogles- 
by, Geo. B. Hoyt, Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. W. 
H. Hopper, Louisville, Ky.; Mrs. Paul K. 
Buckles, Norfolk, Va.; Mrs. W. Rex Josey, 
Manning, S. C.; Mrs. W. McIlwaine 
Thompson, Richmond, Va. 

Christian Education—1959: Jas. Apple- 
by, Richmond, Va.; Mrs. F. J. Brooke, 
Jr., Norfolk, Va.; Marshall W. Brown. 
Clinton, S. C.; H. V. Shenck, Richmond, 
Va.; Mrs. J. K. Fancher, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Martin Sweets, Louisville, Ky.; 1958: H. 
Harold Wells, Oklahoma City. Ex officio 
(one year): Walter R. Humphrey, Ft. 
Worth; John J. Deifell, Greensboro, N. 
C.; Elmer Taylor, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Assembly’s Training School—1959: Janie 
W. McCutchen, Atlanta; E. S. Campbell, 
Tampa, Fla.; W. H. McCorkle, Atlanta; 
R. McF. Crowe, Jackson, Miss.; Mrs T. 
H. Grafton, Staunton, Va.; Eleanor Belk, 
Charlotte, N. C.; C. F. Johnson, Alexan- 
dria, Va. 

Mountain Retreat Association—1959: M. 
O. Sommers, Kingsport, Tenn.; Ferguson 
Wood, Johnson City, Tenn.; Fred R. 
Stair, Hickory, N. C.; Wm. F. Mansell, 
en route to Abingdon, Va.; Thos. H. Tal- 
bot, Longview, Texas; T. A. Freeman, 
Elizabethton, Tenn.; W. L. McLeod, 
Shreveport, La.; Raleigh M. Engle, Ches- 
ter, S. C.; S. Wilkes Dendy, Dalton, Ga.; 
John McSween, Clinton, S. C; John E. 
Richards, Macon, Ga. Laymen: Horace 
Hull, Memphis, Tenn.; Adrian William- 
son, Monticello, Ark.; Aubrey Miree, Bir- 
mingham, Ala.; Emmit Anderson, Tam- 
pa, Fla.; Warren Dale, Houston, Texas; 
John V. Matthews, Fayetteville, Tenn. 

Stillman College—1959: Mrs. R. L. 
Peters, Kingsport, Tenn.; E. V. Ramage, 
Birmingham, Ala.; F. H. M. Williams, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Cecil Woods, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; T. Russell Nunan, Green- 
ville, Miss.; W. Frank Wood, Cleveland, 
Miss.; Albert J. Kissling, Jacksonville, 
Fla.; Jas. E. Fogartie, Charlotte, N. C. 

Church Extension—1959: Wm. C. Brown, 
Lothair, Ky.; A. W. Dick, Memphis, 
Tenn.; Jos. B. Ledford, Kansas City, Mo.; 
J. Davison Philips, Decatur, Ga.; Jas. 
L. Doom, Hamlet, N. C.; Mrs. Mare C. 
Weersing, Spartanburg, S. C.; Edward 
D. Grant, Baton Rouge, La.; 1958: Mrs. 
T. D. Connell, Shreveport, La. (for Mrs. 
S. A. Robinson, resigned). 

World Missions—1959: T. M. Barn- 
hardt, Jr., Charlotte, N. C.; Jas. E. Bear, 
Richmond, Va.; Morgan McClintock, 
Miami, Fla.; W. L. McColgin, Pine Bluff, 
Ark.; Mrs. H. C. Bleckschmidt, St. Louis, 
Mo.; Robt. E. Craig, McComb, Miss.; Wm. 
H. McCord, Nashville, Tenn. 

Christian Relations Council—Board of 
Church Extension: E. T. Thompson, Al- 
bert C. Winn (’58); Geo. H. Wright (’57); 
1957: John B. Spragens (Christian Edu- 
cation), Harry M. Moffett (World Mis- 
sions); Mrs. Robt. L. MacDougall, Atlanta; 
Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville, Ky.; 1958: 
Annie Tait Jenkins Women’s Work); 
Wm. P. Anderson, Jr., (Christian Educa- 
tion); Irvin Elligan, Richmond, Va.; John 
H. Hill, Texas City, Texas; 1959: Emile 
Dieth (Christian Education); Robt. B. 
MacNeill, Columbus, Ga.; Robt. R. Wil- 
son, Durham, N. C. 











The 96th Presbyterian, U. S., General Assembly at Montreat, N. C. In 1923 the Assembly pidalmost s¢ 


dations of the permanent Nominating 
Committee. 


World Missions 


Recommendations of the committee on 
World Missions presented by Fred J. 
Hay, Dillon, S. C., were approved with- 
out exception. The only debate on the 
report came with regard to the Japan In- 
ternational Christian University, though 
there was also a conflict between the 
report of the permanent Nominating 
Commitee for Board members and the 
recommendation read by the chairman, 
with the former being upheld. 

The ICU issue revolved about the 
question as to whether the Assembly 
should take some stronger action favor- 
ing the Japan institution than that al- 
ready taken by the Board. Since the 
Board has full power to take the neces- 
sary action, its report to the Assembly 
was not required. However, since the 
1955 Assembly had requested a review 
of its policy it did report its recent action 
favoring full membership in the Foun- 
dation upon condition of acceptance of 
the creedal basis of the World Council 
of Churches (acceptance of Jesus Christ 
as God and Saviour). 

William S. Smyth, Jr., Lucketts, Va., 
wanted a flat approval of membership in 
the ICU Foundation without qualifica- 


tion. W. G. Somerville. Barnardsville, 
N. C., wanted the matter left with the 
Board. He said the earlier experience 


had been that Dr. Diffendorfer, first 
president of the Foundation, would per- 
mit no statement, but it was expected that 
Dr. Latourette, now president, would not 
be so unyielding. 

Daniel Iverson, Miami, Fla., said we 
have requirements of church membership 
and in every field of service and these 
are more than the simple requirement 
which is requested in this case. He said 
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he would hate to see the church do a 
thing that might suggest compromise. It 
should have a standard and stick to it. 
Joseph M. Gammon, Madison, Fla., said 
the item appeared in the report simply 
as information. He said, “Don’t try to 
take the ball from the Board.” The 


Smythe amendment was lost. 


Christian Relations 


Containing the most explosive material 
of any report in the Assembly, the report 
on Christian Relations presented by 
George H. Vick, Charleston, W. Va., 
moved through the Assembly with a min- 
imum of difficulty and by unanimous 
adoption. 

Only minor amendments were made to 
the major report on Christian Relations 
dealing with juvenile delinquency. 

Overtures seeking a ballot by the pres- 
byteries on whether or not the church 
should have segregation or integration 
of all races were answered by the commit- 
tee unanimously in the negative. It was 
pointed out that this was a constitutional 
problem and in the light of the consti- 
tuition and the doctrine of the church 
what was asked could not be done. 

Cecil Brearley, Jr.. Columbia, S. C., 
said he wanted to make it clear so that 
the press and the people back home 
would know that the action was no af- 
firmation or disavowal of segregation. 
He proposed addition of a definite state- 
ment that that issue was not involved. 
This motion and a proposed substitute 
were tabled almost unanimously. Then 
the committee’s report was adopted as 
a whole unanimously. 


Birmingham Next Year 

This action was followed by an inquiry 
by Dan F. Goodwin, Jr., Port Sulphur, 
La., who read the morning report from 
the Asheville paper, which said that next 


year’s meeting in Birmingham would be 
subjected to state and local laws requir- 
ing segregation. He wanted to know 
what the situation would be. In reply, 
Dr. Scott produced two telegrams which 
had been sent in order to meet such an 
inquiry if it should arise. Birmingham 
officials and leaders expressed the as- 
surance of all possible cooperation in 
regard to the meeting next year. 

F. A. Mathes, pastor of the South 
Highland Church where the meeting 
would be held, said the question about 
the entertainment of Negro commission- 
ers at the meeting had not been brought 
up in negotiations with the Assembly’s 
committee that authorized the place of 
meeting. He said it had been discussed 
privately. It is his opinion that “if 
we go ahead there will be no problem. 
Negro friends and white friends eat 
together in present meetings and I be- 
lieve we will have a fine meeting if this 
problem is not stirred up.” A recent 
convention there, he said, was held in 
the Tutwiler Hotel and this included 
Negroes. 

It is understood that while state and 
local laws in Alabama require that Ne- 
groes be segregated in public meetings 
and that they enter such meetings by a 
side or rear door, this will not apply to 
the Assembly meeting. Arrangements 
have been made to serve the meals and 
to conduct the meeting in the church on 
a completely non-segregated basis, in- 
cluding the reception of Negro Presby- 
terians from the area who may not be 
commissioners. It has been provided 
that Negro commissioners will be housed 
in a Negro motel during the week. 


Montreat Practices 


The fact that Negro commissioners to 
the Montreat Assembly were subjected to 
a degree of segregation by being housed 
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in specified rooms of the World Fel- 
lowship building, with none being al- 
lowed the privileges of the Assembly Inn 
or rooming in Howerton Hall was con- 
sidered the basis for a resolution intro- 
duced in the last moments of the Assem- 
bly by John F- Anderson, of Dallas. 
Although this was generally interpreted 
with reference to Birmingham, it prob- 
ably referred also to Montreat entertain- 
ment. The resolution read: 

“That this Assembly reaffirm its posi- 
tion that enforced segregation is un- 
Christian and that we request the per- 
manent committee on the Office of the 
General Assembly to use every precaution 
to prevent any commissioner to a future 
meeting any embarrassment.” 


A motion to table this resolution pre- 
vailed 249-136. It was thought by some 
commissioners that at this hour—within 
minutes of adjournment—the Assembly 
would have tabled endorsement of the 
Ten Commandments—not because com- 
missioners didn’t believe them, but be- 
cause their bags were packed and they 
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almost solid black; in 1956, some commissioners chose lighter colors (see ‘’In Passing,”’ below). 


didn’t want any further delay in getting 
on the road home. The last time the 
matter came up specifically with regard 
to the entertainment of commissioners 
it was voted that there shall be no differ- 
ence in the entertainment or treatment of 
commissioners to the Assembly. 


Committee to Be Named 

Irvine H. Williams, Orange, Texas, 
introduced a motion providing that the 
Moderator shall name the permanent 
committee on Christianity and Health, 
which was authorized by the Assembly. 

A supplemental report was offered by 
the committee dealing with the Office of 
the General Assembly by Frederick H. 
Olert. A question had been raised about 
the possibility of adjusting the meeting 
so as to enable it to transact its business 
with less delay. It was also consid- 
ered that there was some degree of criti- 
cism of the evening popular meetings 
in the resolution and in the Assembly’s 
action. Although there were some in- 
teresting special meetings, commission- 
ers felt that on the whole the level was 
lower than usual. The resolution adopt- 
ed suggests that Sunday be used more 
fully, that speakers and Bible teachers 
of outstanding ability be secured, that 
standing committees may more effectively 
meet at other than morning hours, and 
that it might be possible to meet between 
Sundays. However, it was pointed out 
with reference to the latter that such an 
arrangement would mean that ministers 
and elders would be required to miss 
two Sundays from their churches instead 
of one during the Assembly’s meeting. 

With the docket completed, the Mod- 
erator expressed his deep appreciation of 
the spirit of the Assembly, the resolu- 
tions of thanks were adopted, the con- 
cluding worship was led by Vernon S. 
Brovles of Atlanta, and adjournment 


came at 11:35 a.m. on Tuesday. Such 
an early adjournment ran almost thirty 
minutes ahead of the recent record set 
by the 1951 Assembly in Orlando. 


Assembly Sidelights 


IN PASSING 


Record temperatures were noted at 
both the Philadelphia and Montreat As- 
semblies—low records. Asheville (15 
miles from Montreat) reported that area 
temperatures broke 27-year records, drop- 
ping to 44 and 43. It did the same the 
week before in Philadelphia. 

— 

It is a far cry from the U. S. Assem- 
bly of 1923 to 1956 (see page 5) in 
many ways but it was interesting to note 
some of the same arguments used against 
the ordination of women that were used 
in 1923 against allowing women to serve 
on the church’s executive committees 
(now Boards). Nothing, however, shows 
a greater difference than the photographs 
of the two Assemblies. In 1923, the 
picture was almost a solid black; in 1956 
it was considerably livelier—to the ex- 
tent of an occasional pink coat on a com- 
missioner. 





* * * 


Most unusual occurrence oldtimers 
could remember was the interruption of 
the Assembly’s worship by Elder David 
G. Adams, Norfolk, Va., who wanted to 
introduce a different version of a song— 
“Jesus Loves Me.” This he did as if he 
had been talking to his Sunday school 
class back home, and the Assembly sang 
the song: ‘Jesus loves me when I’m 
good, when I do the things I should; 
Jesus loves me when I’m bad, though it 
makes him very sad.” Mr. Adams had 
earlier taken the Assembly into his con- 
fidence in connection with the debate on 
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ordaining women when he said he had 

been told by his wife to oppose the step, 

that she was at home with two broken 

ribs as determined by X-Rays, and that 

before the vote was taken he hoped they 

would sing, “Rise up, O men of God.” 
* a *” 


Most unanticipated argument on the 
subject of ordaining women was offered 
by Gabriel Abdullah of Jacksonville, 
Fla., who based his objection on the na- 
ture of God— who exists, he said, as 
three persons—three male persons. He 
drew one of the biggest laughs of the 
Assembly when he reported on his poll 
of women on the Montreat grounds, with 
one college girl declaring she would 
rather be the wife of a Presbyterian elder 
than to be a Presbyterian elder. 

x * x 

The Presbyterian, USA, report on So- 
cial Education and Action, The Things 
That Make for Peace, appeared in full 
(more than a page) in the New York 
Times, substantiating the judgment of 
this paper where it also appeared in full 
(OuTLOoK, May 28). 

i = 

One of the appreciated stories at Mon- 
treat concerned a preacher who prayed on 
and on. Finally, when he had finished, 
the famous Brother Bryan of Birming- 
ham, who died in 1941, said to him, “My 
brother, if you weren’t so far behind 
in your praying it wouldn’t take so long 
to catch up.” 





Ser, 


beets. 


Pre-Professional Programs 
Amateur Intercollegiate Athletics 


For information write: 





An Adventure in Living and Learning by the 
Highest Christian Precepts 


Offering Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science or 
Bachelor of Music Degrees 


Individual Tutorial Instruction 
International Studies 

Business Administration 
Admissions Counselor 


Southwestern at Memphis 
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There was also the story of the man 
who was left a million dollars. Friends 
who feared that the shock of such news 
would kill him arranged for the preacher 
to break the news in some suitable and 
psychological manner. The preacher led 
up to the question and asked, “If you had 
a million dollars, what would you do 
with it?” The man replied, “Why, I 
would give half of it to you, my pastor.” 
And the preacher dropped dead. 


* * * 


Commissioners (and doubtless many 
another person not at the Assembly) were 
startled to read this four-column head- 
line in the Asheville paper on Sunday 
morning: 


SEX AND SEGREGATION 
IN ASSEMBLY SPOTLIGHT 


‘“‘Montreat—Sex and segregation sway- 
ed under hefty blows at the 96th General 
Assembly today... .” 

Monday afternoon’s paper headlined: 
“PRESBYTERIAN DIVORCE RE- 
PORT OK’D” and the following story 
reported, without any explanation of 
what the Assembly actually said, “That 
a common law marriage is a valid mar- 
riage.” (See page 4.) 

x * * 


Well deserved tribute was paid at 
Montreat by the “secular” press to the 
General Council’s publicity office—Blu- 
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ford Hestir, Pearl Weathers and Ruby 
Sloan. Commissioners also joined in the 
same expression. They were provided 
with daily releases, summaries of major 
addresses (sometimes the complete text) 
and many another items to help them. 

The same was true, with historic con- 
sistency, of the USA publicity office— 
Walton Rankin and Charlotte Braun— 
in Philadelphia. Every possible aid 
seems to be anticipated and gladly of- 
fered. 


Chicago 4th Church 
Buys Factory Building 


CHICAGO (RNS)—Stately Fourth Pres- 
byterian church on Michigan Ave. has 
purchased a four-story factory building 
in its back yard for development as a 
Christian education and youth center. 

The $400,000 praject, including $260,- 
000 for purchase of the building and 
$140,000 for remodeling, was unani- 
mously approved at a special meeting 
following a service of the 3,150-member, 
85-year-old congregation. 

Harrison Ray Anderson, pastor, said 
the center will be used in the church’s 
religious and social ministry to an esti- 
mated 5,000 university and nursing 
students on Chicago’s Near North Side. 

Close by are the downtown campus of 
Northwestern University, the Navy Pier 
undergraduate division of the University 
of Illinois, several professional schools, 
and Passavant, Wesley Memorial and 
Veterans Administration hospitals. 

Dr. Anderson said the church hoped 
to open a gymnasium, religious education 
classrooms, assembly rooms for youth 
groups, and living quarters for some staff 
members by Easter, 1957. 


From Survey to CWS 


Frances Smith, associate editor of The 
Presbyterian Survey, Richmond, Va., for 
the past year and a half, has left that 
work to become public relations assistant 
with Church World Service, New York, 
relief arm of the National Council of 
Churches. She will be a staff writer, with 
particular responsibility for the “One 
Great Hour of Sharing” campaign. 
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| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Hospital Visitation. This column 
calls attention once more to the great op- 
portunity for Christian service in hos- 
pital visits. If only we could realize 
how much it means to a sick person to 
have someone take his hand and say that 
he comes in the name of the church! By 
the way, is there an arrangement in your 
city whereby the hospital authorities 
promptly notify the church when a church 
member becomes a patient? 


Dictatorship. This column hates dic- 
tatorship in every form, even in the 
ranks of labor. The labor dictator, Pe- 
trillo, head of the musicians’ union, tells 
people who request three or four musi- 
cians for a small dance, that fifteen mu- 
sicians must be employed even if only 
one couple uses the dance floor. Labor 
is going to be sorely hurt in this country 
if it continues to tolerate dictatorship. 


The Essentials of Faith. Laymen 
of the church are increasingly unhappy 
over the little points that divide us— 
points so unimportant that, for example, 
the average Presbyterian layman cannot 
define the differences between Presby- 
terianism and Methodism. Laymen are 
beginning to insist that somebody show 
cause why we should not stick to the 





essentials of the Christian faith. What 
is essential except the love of an infinite 
God, the saving power of Jesus Christ, 
and the comforting guidance of the Holy 
Spirit? Let the theologians answer if 
they will. 

No Bed of Roses. That inspired dis- 
ciple, Paul Calvin Payne (there is pecu- 
liar merit in both his given names) re- 
minded a group of Presbyterian leaders 
in Chicago that Christian discipleship is 
no bed of roses. He pointed to the awful 
problems confronting our world, due 
largely to the fact that millions of frus- 
trated men are desperate and “beating 
their bleeding knuckles against closed 
doors.” The church has the challenging 
task of opening closed doors for millions 
all across the world. This job is one that 
calls for red-blooded laymen who love 
Jesus Christ enough to pay a price to get 
this big job done. For “this is a tough 
world and laymen must have tough fibre 
if they are to play their part in it.” 


Un-Christian. This column is un- 


Christian in the sense that it rejoices at 
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times in the misery of others. For ex- 
ample, we rejoice over the discomfort 
of Khrushchev and Bulganin in Eng- 
land; also over the increasing difficulties 
of Franco in Spain; also over the troubles 
of Batista in Cuba—he recently closed 
the University of Havana. 


Deacons. A minister who read our 
statement that deacons are “a _ fifth 
wheel” in Presbyterianism replies that in 
his church the deacons, even more than 
the elders, are responsible for personal 
evangelism. They specialize in calling 
on the sick and otherwise helping the 
minister in cases of need. Cards are 
made out in the church office for all the 
needy cases and handed to the deacons, 
who report back promptly, telling how 
each need has been met. This gives 
deacons a status far above that of usher 
or doorman. 
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WILLIAM HENRY SHEPPARD LIBRARY 


This beautiful new library building was dedicated May 
11, 1956, to the glory of God and in memory of William H. 
Sheppard, co-founder with Samuel B. Lapsley of the Congo 
Mission of the Presbyterian Church, famous explorer, great 
Christian. For his explorations of unknown regions Shep- 
pard was made a Fellow of the Royal Geographic Society by 
the British Government. an honor shared by no other member 
of his church and few of this nation. He is one of Stillman’s 
most distinguished sons, class of 1887. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 


Founded 1876 
TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 


A Four Year Liberal Arts College of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
Awarding Degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science 
BIBLE CENTRAL IN THE CURRICULUM 


EXPRESSING SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES FOR THE BENEFITS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN NEGRO WORK CAMPAIGN THAT 
HAVE ENABLED THE BETTER DEVELOPMENT OF CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


JUNE 18, 1956 


Samuel Burney Hay, President 
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@ 
AUSTIN 


COLLEGE 


AUSTIN 
COLLEGE 


SHERMAN, TEXAS 





@ BECAUSE Austin College is 
going places, with greater en- 
rollment than ever before of 
Presbyterian young men and 
women who seek our kind of 
quality education on a Chris- 
tian campus! 


@ BECAUSE Texas and Ok- 
lahoma Presbyterians who 
own this college are giving it 
more attention, more thought, 
more financial support, and 
taking more pride in its devel- 
opment, than at any time in 
its 106-year history! Keep 
your eye on Austin College! 


+ BECAUSE 5,000 A.c. = edu- 
cated men and women are 
serving with distinction in the 
fields of the ministry, the 
sciences, education, business, 
industry, and professions, all } 
over the earth, and saying: 
“Austin College is my Alma 
Mater and I’m proud of it!” 


@ BECAUSE Austin College 
now offers B.A. and B.S. de- 
grees with majors in twenty- 
one fields of study, combining 
the finest traditions of Liberal 
Arts education with up-to-date 
training for specific business 
and professional careers. 


AUSTIN COLLEGE, SHERMAN, TEX- 
AS, IS THE PRESBYTERIAN LIBERAL 
ARTS SENIOR COLLEGE OF THE 
SOUTHWEST AND FULLY MERITS 
PRESBYTERIAN SUPPORT. For in- 
formation, literature or catalog, write: 
John D. Moseley, President 
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Movie Listings* 


Four Better Ones 


Here are four motion pictures that are 
called “outstanding” of their type: 


GOOD BYE, MY LADY (Warners). 
This is the delightful story of a boy and 
a dog ... with a difference. The scene 
is Mississippi's Pascagoula Swamp and 
features the human appeal of a lonely boy 
who lives with his old uncle, finds a 
strange dog which becomes his own and 
who has to make up his mind manfully 
when the time comes for the return of the 
animal to its rightful owner. The original 
story by James Street is presented in its 
simple dignity. The child receives a good 
upbringing, in spite of the poverty of his 
illiterate uncle but learns honesty, self- 
reliance and obtains a modicum of educa- 
tion. His best friend is the old son of a 
large neighboring Negro family, an up- 
standing college graduate who exerts a 
fine influence on the boy. Beautifully 
directed and sincerely acted, this an en- 
tertaining, touchingly beautiful, inspiring 
drama with fine social, moral and ethical 
values. FOR: Family. 


ON THE THRESHOLD OF SPACE 
(20th Century-Fox). One might be tempt- 
ed to take this account of present experi- 
ments on the threshold of establishing 
human explorations into outer space as 
science fiction. But, with U. S. Air Force 
really doing actual test work and the au- 
thentic procedures very skillfully intercut, 
one is prompt to realize that this is no 
child game but an extraordinary presen- 
tation of the potential development of jet 
aviation. It is fascinating, exciting and 
enlightening. De Luxe Color and espe- 
cially fine camera work give sweep to the 


*No feature-length film is advised for 
children under 8. Ratings represent au- 
dience classification rather than a recom- 
mendation. They represent the judgment 
of the Protestant Motion Picture Council. 


SPLEN-DOORS 


METAL (Steel & Alum.) FOLDING DOORS 
Durable—Stackless—Economical 
The door engineered for your church or 
school. Write for details and prices. 


SPLENDORS, INC. 
1313 W. 29th St., Indianapolis 25, Ind. 











| yy PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Educational Excellence. Member Seuth- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools.. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduate trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 1lith, and 
12 grades. Veterans. Moderate charges. 
Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 9, 1956. 


THE REGISTRAR 


Box 38-R Maxton, North Carolina 








tremendous flight scenes. The insertion 
of a love story seems to be rather inciden- 
tal to the more important interest of scien- 
tific research. FOR: Adults, young people. 


CAROUSEL (20th Century-Fox) A 
drama with music based on the play 
Litiom by Ferenc Molnar and more re- 
cently adapted to an American setting in 
the successful Broadway show with music, 
by Richard Rodgers; book and lyrics by 
Oscar Hammerstein II. It is the romance 
of a wholesome, unsophisticated village 
girl, carried away by the brash ways of 
the barker at the Carousel, of her marriage 
which ends in tragedy by his accidental 
death while running away from the police 
after an unsuccessful holdup. Then the 
story goes into the realm of fantasy when 
Bill, the husband who, years later, is in- 
dustriously polishing stars in the beyond, 
has a chance to spend a day on earth to 
right some of the mischief he has left 
behind. The new process of CinemaScope 
55 adds keenness and depth to the visual 
pleasure of this production and the De 
Luxe Color is very beautiful. Set in a 
Maine shore town, CAROUSEL has lovely 
scenery, inspiring seascapes, a folk quality 
in the clambake and some joyful dancing. 
Singing is excellent throughout. A few 
lines seem somewhat equivocal but the 
characters make up for this lapse. Julie 
is a faithful wife who loves without ques- 
tion. The age-old conflict between good 
and evil is the basic theme played upon 
with enchanting melodies. FOR: Family. 


HOUSE OF RICORDI (A Franco-Italian 
Co. Production. Manson Distribution Co. 
Release). The rise of three generations 
of the House of Ricordi, beginning with 
a modest printer and closing with a well 
established tradition in the person of a 
rich impresario, patron of opera, is given 
as a background to the history of Italian 
opera in the 19th Century. It is centered 
on those who are known to us as some of 
the “greats” among opera composers; Ros- 
sini, Donizetti, Verdi, Bellini, Puccini. 
Their struggles for recognition, the pass- 
ing height of success, the somber failure, 
poverty, riches, romantic affairs are all 
woven in a rich multi-colored tapestry 
which will delight the opera lover. Sev- 
eral performances of operatic scenes are 
beautifully acted by a fine cast. Well- 
known operatic singers of today make the 
magnificent vocal contributions, added to 
the superb orchestral renditions. Techni- 
color adds muted mezzotint tones to an 
artistically rewarding presentation. FOR: 
Adults, young people. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 











HELP WANTED 





WANTED—DORMITORY HOSTESS in late 

40's or early 50’s for Dean of Students’ 
staff. Small selective Christian college. 
Dormitory houses between 50 and 60 wom- 
en students. Duties involve hours in main 
Dean's office, too. Write: Dean of Stu- 
dents, Converse College, Spartanburg, 8S. C. 





Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


accredited. 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 


letics. Dormitories. 
Catalog and illustrated booklet. 





KING COLLEGE 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 

(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Renumerative Work. Sixty-acre campus. Ath- 
Summer session. Board, room, and tuition $795. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


Founded 1867 
Fully 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





Or 
mont 
Teste 
Epis 
Thes 
ing d 
a pel 
by ni 
Pers 
bega 
shor 
crim 
even 
appe 
ened 
hear 
lyps 
“wri 

O 
deal 
feril 
fals 


1. | 
v 
7 
prir 
tain 
gen 
Ror 
tion 
the 


fast 
Chi 
they 
whi 
*23 


fro) 
um 
suc 
ins 


res 
tud 
fac 
pe! 


car 
it 

tri 
say 


on 
n- 
n- 


ay 
re- 


ic, 
by 
ice 
ge 


ge 
tal 
ice 
he 
en 
in- 
1d, 


eft 
pe 
1al 
De 


aly 
ity 
ng. 
ew 


lie 
es- 
od 
on 
ily. 


lan 
Co. 
ns 
ith 
ell 


ren 
jan 
red 


08- 
ini. 
\Ss- 
Tre, 
all 
try 
ev- 
are 
ell- 
the 
to 
ini- 


)R: 


ini- 
ach 
ad- 
ers. 
er- 


ate 
nts’ 


ym - 
ain 
tu- 





Writing for Perilous Times 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for July 1, 1956 
1 Peter 2:19-25; Jude 3:17-25 


Our Bible studies for the next three 
months are to be taken from the nine New 
Testament books following the Pauline 
Epistles, Hebrews through Revelation. 
These books were written during the clos- 
ing decades of the first Christian century, 
a period when the church was confronted 
by new dangers from without and within. 
Persecution by the Roman government 
began in A.D. 64, and at this time or 
shortly thereafter it became a capital 
crime to confess the name of Jesus. An 
even greater danger was posed by the 
appearance of false teachers who threat- 
ened to pervert the gospel at its very 
heart. The various epistles and apoca- 
lypse dating from this period are all 
“writings of faith and encouragement.” 

Our first selection for study this week 
deals with the problem of undeserved suf- 
fering; the second, with the problem of 
false teaching. 


1. Undeserved Suffering, 1 Peter 

2:19-25 

The first epistle of Peter was written, 
principally to Christians residing in cer- 
tain portions of Asia Minor, but more 
generally to Christians throughout the 
Roman Empire, just as the great persecu- 
tion under Nero was about to break over 
the church with all its fury. 

Peter writes to urge his readers to stand 
fast in the grace of God through Jesus 
Christ, in spite of the ridicule which 
they now endure and the persecution 
which they are about to confront (see 
5:42}. 

“Who shall say how many were saved 
from a cowardly surrender by the tri- 
umphant faith and conviction conveyed in 
such an epistle?” asks Prof. B. W. Rob- 
inson in Abingdon’s Bible Commentary. 

“History proves that the Epistle found 
response in the hearts of a great multi- 
tude. This is shown not merely by the 
fact that Christianity triumphed over all 
persecution but also by the fact that the 
Epistle was preserved and taken into the 
eanon of Scripture. In a very real sense 
it may be said that First Peter is the 
triumphant song of countless heroes who 
saved the world from militarism and ma- 
terialism, setting up an ideal of spiritual 
fellowship and brotherhood, which is still 
marching toward the great victory.” 


“Be patient in your endurance of 
wrong’—this is the burden of Peter’s 
remarks in 2:18-25. It is an exhorta- 
tion which is addressed specifically to 
slaves, Christian slaves, subject to the 
whims of exacting masters. As Moffatt 
points out: 

“Domestic slaves such as Peter is speci- 
fically addressing were at the mercy of 
their masters: they had no protection 
against bad temper or injustice, for they 
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had no rights. As the law did not recog- 
nize them as persons, they had no means 
of redress under the existing conditions 
of social life. The master could whip his 
slave, or brand him, if he stole, if he tried 
to escape; in the last resort he could 
crucify him. Such severity sometimes led 
pagan slaves to rebel and short of that 
to be impertinent or to retaliate by pilfer- 
ing. No wonder if Christian slaves were 
also tempted to resent the degrading 
duties thrust upon them by some masters, 
or to be refractory under unfair treatment, 
as they reflected that they were equal to 
their masters in the sight of God. Some- 
times they were better educated than their 
masters. For house-stewards, librarians, 
and physicians in a large private establish- 
ment could be slaves as well as the cooks 
and porters and personal attendants. 
When they became Christians, their new 
sense of personality might intoxicate 
them, till they forgot to be respectful, 
when their master proved violent and 
overbearing.” (The Moffatt New Testa- 
ment Commentary: The General Epistles) 


Peter reminds them that there is no 
glory or renown (used perhaps with a 
slight touch of irony) or credit, as the 
R.S.V. has it, when one suffers from one’s 
own wrong doing. But to endure pa- 
tiently undeserved wrong, and to do it 
mindful of God (Rsv) as seeing, judg- 
ing, helping, and rewarding is something 
which wins God’s approval (rsv). It is 
quite plain that Peter’s words apply not 
only to the wrong inflicted upon slaves, 
but to the patient endurance of all suf- 
fering for which there is no remedy. This 
last qualification is important. Peter is 
not exhorting the oppressed classes of 
his own day or any day to submit to in- 
justices which can be corrected by per- 
sonal or joint efforts; he is not suggesting 
that any of us submit to intolerable con- 
ditions which can be remedied by private 
or governmental action. He is talking 
about undeserved suffering from which 
there is no escape. In regard to such 
affliction his words have signfiicance for 


us all. For none of us escape such suffer- . 


ing for long. 

Why should we be thus patient in the 
face of irremediable evil? Peter suggests 
three motives: 

1. Christ Is Our Example, 21-23. This 
is our vocation, to follow in the footsteps 
of Jesus, not only in well doing, but also 
in the endurance of unmerited pain with- 
out resentment or retaliation. Christ 
was without sin, neither was there any 
guile in his mouth. This last word, as 
Moffatt points out, ‘was particularly ap- 
plicable to slaves in the empire, where 
glib, deceitful speech was one of their 
notorious characteristics, adroit evasions 
and excuses being often their sole means 
of self protection.” When Jesus was 
reviled, Peter recalled, he did not revile 


in return; when he suffered unjustly, he 
did not threaten vengeance upon his tor- 
mentors; he committed his cause rather 
to the just judgment of God. 

Evidently Christ believed that this 
was the best way to meet evil. True it 
did not save him from the cross; none- 
theless it reflected and released a new 
power in the world, the power of sacri- 
ficial love, the benefits of which have been 
incalculable. If we return evil for evil 
we increase the store of the world’s evil 
in our own heart and in the life of the 
world. Many today do not enjoy the 
peace of God for which they long because 
their heart is stored with bitterness for 
those they believe have wronged them. 

2. Christ Is Our Savior, 23-24. Christ 
is more than an example. He died for 
us; he bore our sins in his body upon 
the tree, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. Just how he bore our 
sins is not revealed, for Peter here, as 
in 1:19, is more interested in the purpose 
of the atoning death than in the method. 
He bore our sins that we might break 
with sin, as Moffatt translates it, and live 
for righteousness. By his stripes, Peter 
continues, we are healed. The word 
translated ‘“‘wounds” or “stripes” refers 
to scars caused by a blow. The phrase 
itself comes from Isaiah 53:5. 

“The slaves to whom Peter was writing 
might find help to be brave and patient, 
when their bodies were perhaps bruised 
and bleeding from some cruel blow, by the 
thought that they were sharing in suffer- 
ing like that by which their Savior had 
won life and healing for them.” 

It is wrong to harbor bitterness or 
enmity in our hearts, wrong to strike back 
for revenge but we need more than ex- 
ample, we need a Savior, and such a one 
we have. By his wounds we are healed, 
healed particularly, the context would 
suggest, of that illness of the mind, the 
malady of the soul that undeserved suf- 
fering often produces in those whose mind 
is not stayed on him. 

3. Christ Is Our Living Guide, 25. 
“You were straying like sheep”—apart 
from Christ we will stray in dangerous 
ways and crooked roads. But Jesus is 
the Shepherd and Guardian (the word 
translated ‘bishop-—kjJv—means a 
guardian or overseer, one who exercises 
oversight and protection) of our souls. 
As Peter sees clearly, the real danger is 
not to our bodies, however grievous our 
suffering may be, but to our souls. It is 
good to have an example, it is better to 
have ‘a Savior, but we need something 
more, one can be also a guardian and 
guide. That Jesus is. He is alive, ready 
to guide and protect us as we entrust 
ourselves to him. We must be willing, 
however, to seek his guidance and entrust 
ourselves to his charge and care. 


Il. False Teachers, Jude 3, 17-25 


Jude, the author of the epistle which 
bears his name, identifies himself as a 
brother of James. The traditional view, 
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still held by many, is that this James was 
the brother of Jesus, who became the 
leading figure in the church in Jeru- 
salem. We cannot be sure however of 
this identification, and there are many 
modern students who hold that it is most 
unlikely. The letter was apparently writ- 
ten to some particular church, but which 
one we cannot guess. 


In verse 3 Jude tells us that he was 
planning to write a treatise on the gen- 
eral character of the Christian salvation 
when a sudden emergency compelled him 
to appeal to them to “contend for the 
faith which was once for all delivered 
to the saints.” 

“Christianity is not something static,” 
says Prof. Lindey P. Pherigo in the In- 
ternational Lesson Annual. “It is a liv- 
ing, growing, developing organisms, 
guided by the Holy Spirit and the Risen 
Christ.” And yet there is a foundation 
on which the growing structure must be 
reared, the revelation of God in Christ 
Jesus which must be preserved at all 
costs. This faith ‘once for all delivered 
unto the saints” must be defended from 
the attacks coming from without, and 
also from the attempts to undermine the 
faith which comes from within. These 
dangers in the faith vary in different pe- 
riods and in different localities. But there 
are some dangers which appear and re- 
appear in every age. One such is the 
danger that turned Jude from his original 
purpose. It was not an attack upon the 
principles of Christianity by some out- 
side critic. It was, says Moffatt, “an in- 
sidious distortion of Christianity from 
within, due to the influence of some who 
claimed to be members of the church. 
Apparently it was not so much a perver- 
sion of dogma or creed that Jude feared, 
as the attempt to divorce religion from 
morality, a readiness to turn Christian 
freedom into license, a claim that they 
were not bound by accepted rules of 
Christian living. They deny Jesus as 
their Master and Lord not by their words 
but by their lives (vs. 4). 

This is a constant and recurring dan- 
ger in the Christian church, and in fact 
a great temptation to all of us. As Mr. 


Spirit. 


Gladstone once wrote to the Duchess 
of Sutherland: 

“There is one proposition which the 
experience of life burns into my soul; it 
is this, that man should beware of letting 
his religion spoil his mortality. In a 
thousand ways, some great some small, 
but all subtle, we are daily tempted to 
that great sin.” 


How does this temptation come to us? 

In vs. 17 Jude puts us on our guard. 
The apostles have warned us that in the 
last days (the period between the first 
and second coming of Christ) scoffers will 
come contemptuously rejecting the moral 
law of God. They will ‘show insolvent 
airs of superiority toward Christians who 
still believe that the spiritual life is 
bound by ethical principles.” They will 
separate themselves (KJv) or better “‘set 
up divisions” (Rsv), i.e., break up the 
church into parties and sects. But unlike 
true Christians who follow the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit they are worldly 
people, dominated by ungodly passions, 
even though they do not recognize them 
as such. (Are there men like this today 
in the church? Do we recognize any of 
these traits in ourselves?) 


Having described the danger, Jude 
turns to the positive duty of church mem- 
bers, explaining how they are to contend 
for the faith (vs. 4) which these errorists 
impugn by such loose principles and 
practices. 

The important thing (20-21) is for 
Christians to keep themselves in the love 
of God. Christians are beloved of God 
(vss. 1,20), but they must fulfill certain 
conditions if they are to maintain them- 
selves in that condition and if the love 
of God is to be experienced as a practical 
reality. First, they must build themselves 
up in the faith. The faith is that faith 
which has been once for all delivered unto 
the saints, i.e., the truth of the gospel, 
the body of Christian belief. It is holy 
as opposed to the teaching of those who 
would divorce morality (individual or 
social) from religion. (We build our- 
selves up in that faith—How?) 

Second, they must pray in the Holy 
(What is the difference between 





church in: 


3400 Brook Road 





63 men and women prepared at the 
General Assembly’s Training School this 


year are going out to serve Christ and the 


Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, North 
Carolina, West Virginia, Virginia, D.C., Maryland, Michigan 
Japan, Formosa, Mexico, Brazil, Africa, and Holland 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 


Richmond 27, Virginia 
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praying and praying in the Holy Spirit ?) 
Moffatt says: 

“Prayer is love in need appealing to 
love in power, and the upbuilding of the 
church depends upon this living inter- 
course between God and his people.” 


Third, they must look for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 
life. ‘Such an expectation is for those 
only who know they do not deserve life 
eternal, and who yet have endeavored to 
meet the moral and spiritual demands 
essential to it in the faith of Christ.” 


But we have a responsibility not only 
for ourselves, but also for those who are 
in danger of being led astray (vss. 22- 
23). Here we need to discriminate. 
Some who are in doubt need to be per- 
suaded by words or deed; some who are 
in imminent danger must be snatched out 
of the fire. (How can this be done in 
the family, in the community—your com- 
munity? Certainly not by drifting, and 
not by talk—merely). On others, those 
who have fallen, we are to have mercy, 
with fear, hating even the garments 
spotted by the flesh. Jude recognizes 
here that there is a danger that we shall 
be drawn into the sin of those whom we 
are trying to help; in trying to help 
others we may ourselves be pulled down 
and stained in the mud. 


Jude closes his letter with a doxology 
(one of the greatest in the New Testa- 
ment) which grows out of the body of his 
letter. 


“The readers have been told to ‘keep’ 
themselves in the love of God, now they 
are assured that God will keep them; in 
spite of pitfalls and snares, he is able ‘to 
guard you from stumbling’; regardless of 
moral perils and present sorrows he will 
‘set you before the presence of his glory’ 
at the appearing of Christ ‘without blem- 
ish’ and in exultant ‘joy.’ To this one 
God, our Savior, as there ever has been, 
so may there be now and forevermore, 
‘glory, majesty, dominion and power’ 
‘through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.’” (Charles R. Erdman, The Gen- 
eral Epistles, Westminster Press) 








Lesson theme and scripture corvrizited by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


Episcopalians Plan 
Missionary Reserve 


New York (rNsS)—Plans for the crea- 
tion of a Missionary Reserve were an- 
nounced here by the National Council of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
USA. 


Under the plan, new appointments will 
be made to the reserve rather than to a 
specific mission field. The appointees 
will be given a “missionary-in-waiting” 
status until assigned to a field by the 
director of the Church’s overseas depart- 
ment. 


During the waiting period, they will 
be employed in church work here or given 
additional training. 
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THREE TRAINS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


” 


“Write the vision; make it plain. . . 
—Habakkuk 2:2. 


NYONE who has never seen a busy 

four-track railroad just can’t picture 
what railroading can be. Instead of 
“the” train that lumbers up in the morn- 
ing and down in the afternoon, or instead 
of the 80 trains a day that roar past the 
little brown church covered with soot 
from the double-track railroad next door, 
a four-track road can have trains oftener 
than five minutes apart on every track, 
and they don’t build the third and fourth 
tracks for nothing. Fifty trains an hour 
would not be unusual. Consequently the 
traveler at the junction, waiting for his 
train, may, if he comes early enough, be 
rewarded or chagrined, according to his 
temperament, by seeing a number of other 
trains tearing through before his own 
shows up. 

So, standing on the platform of a New 
Jersey junction one windy day, a jour- 
neying pundit held his hat while two 
trains roared past him on their way to 
New York, most of their passengers un- 
aware that the junction existed. The first 
did not appear to be going as fast as the 
second. Maybe it was because it was 
longer and heavier. Somehow it looked 
out of place in that bleak landscape in 
midwinter; a long train, mostly purple 
and silver, and with names of far-off rail- 
roads on the various cars. (The traveler 
knew what they were; he could never 
have read them at that speed.) The train 
had come up from the far South; it would 
have looked more at home under a deep 
blue hot sky with silver clouds above its 
shining stainless steel. But it did not 
stop, it did not even hesitate. 

Following it so closely as to give the 
electric block system a real try-out was 
another train, all red with gold trim, a 
genuine Pennsylvania crack train. It 
seemed to be more at home on that line, 
but it was going even faster than the 
exotic flying silver serpent. If there 
were vacant seats on it, it didn’t care. 
It saved all its seats for residents of big 
cities. Countrymen at junctions could 
ride the bus. . . 

Or the local. For presently a much 
humbler train rumbled and squealed its 
way to a stop by the platform. It was 
a Pennsylvania train, but one could see 
that the railroad would never have both- 
ered to name it. The big timetable knew 
it not, only the little commuter’s time 
card published it modestly to the world. 
It was dingy, slow, and its seats were 
not reclining. There was no diner, lounge 
nor Fiesta Bar. Nothing but uncom- 
fortable seats in pretty draughty coaches. 
But—it stopped at the Junction. It 
opened hospitable doors, the conductor 
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accepted everybody’s ticket, for no ticket 
is so cheap and lowly as not to be good 
on that train. No one was glad to see 
the two Limiteds but everyone at the 
Junction was happy to see this bumpy 
little train. It had the one, the only, 
virtue that the two sleek streamliners 
lacked: it stopped for passengers. 


HICH things are a parable. The 
journeying pundit had that day 
been in a gathering of other pundits, and 
the problem on the minds of all was the 
problem of communication. How can 
we transmit or convey the Christian gos- 
pel to a modern world? How do you get 
people on the gospel train? We really 
have a wonderful gospel. After the schol- 
ars and the saints have worked on it, 
the scholars working on the mechanics 
of it and the saints adorning it, it is a 
beautiful thing to see. But it roars 
through the little junctions of this world, 
with many an empty seat. 
Why don’t the people get on? is the 
question. 
Because the train doesn’t stop, is the 
simple answer. 


There are different kinds of gospel 
trains. There is a kind of purple-and- 
silver one, exotic by the very look of it. 
It has the marks of foreign roads on it. 
Other countries, Denmark, Italy, Ger- 
many, Sweden—this handsome train is 
obviously at home in faroff places. But 
it doesn’t stop here. It is not supposed 
to pick up passengers, and only disdain- 
fully to discharge them. It can be oc- 
cupied only by those who board it away 
off yonder. 


There is —to stop being parabolic—a 
kind of theological discourse which is 
made abroad. It has the air of Europe 
about it. A man can feel at home in it 
best if he was born and brought up in 
some church quite different from. our 
crude and “superficial” American 
churches, in a culture different from what 
we have at our wayside junctions. It is 
a gospel train right enough, but it does 


not open its doors to the common man— 
it does not even stop to let him take a 
good look. 


There are other gospel trains, very 
sleek and smart and fast. You have to 
be very quick to catch on. They are all- 
American, and they are labeled with big 
names. But these too are not for the 
villagers. They are for the inhabitants 
of the metropolis. Conversation in their 
lounge cars goes on between smooth and 
sophisticated people, who may even write 
books on what “American thought” is, 
meaning what Americans in the lounge 
cars (shall we say the universities?) are 
thinking. What goes on in the minds of 
people on junction platforms does not 
interest passengers on these gospel trains. 
They may wonder sometimes why the 
common man does not seem to be riding 
the train, but all they know of the com- 
mon man is a blur outside the window 
as they pass him at full speed. 

While the passengers on the Limited 
are wondering why the people from the 
Junction don’t ride, some little gospel 
train is stopping for them. Little 
churches without polish, little churches 
maybe carrying a lot of left-over dust 
they shouldn’t carry, little people who 
are in some ways out-of-date, quite hum- 
ble preachers who never read enough 
books to be able to pin labels on them- 
selves, quite plain and bumbling gospel 
trains they are. But they do stop. They 
do invite people on. They have steam 
enough to start again. And nobody’s 
ticket is “not good on this train.” 


HIS is not saying that the stream- 

lined flyers should be abolished. The 
people who ride them could not be per- 
suaded to set foot inside the Trenton 
Local. And they are all bound for the 
same City that cannot be hid. But if we 
want the people at the Junction to go 
there too, we shall have to open our doors 
and take time for them. 

For us who have to start from the way- 
side, from our wayside, better is one an- 
tiquated little train that will stop with 
its doors open, than a dozen that have 
nothing better for us than a dazzle and a 
Toar. 
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CHANGES 

G.Roland Sims, formerly of Anniston, 
Ala., is now pastor of Central church, 
1100 W. Capitol St., Jackson 43, Miss. 

Frank M. Scarlett, Jr., formerly of 
Tampa, Fla., has already begun his new 
work as pastor of the Fort Valley, Ga., 
church. 

H. Gary M. Jones, Tunstall, Va., will 
become director of service and promotion 
for the Protestant Radio-TV Center, 
Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 1. 

James E. Latham, formerly of Monrovia, 
Calif., has been installed pastor of the 
Slate Lick and Srader Grove churches, 
Freeport, Pa. 

J. David Simpson, formerly of Fort 
Smith, Ark., has become executive direc- 
tor of Tuscaloosa Presbytery, First 
church, Tuscaloosa, Ala. Home: 22 Wesley 
Place. 

Jesse M. Corum, 3d, from Paul Smiths, 
N. Y., to 52 Bell St., Weedsport, N. Y. 

B. F. Ogletree, Jr., from Albany, Ga., to 
Chattahoochee, Fla., July 1. 

Geo. M. Scherer from La Quinta, Calif., 
to Box 56, Mountain Center, Calif. 

J. Hector Smith, formerly of the Quaker 
Meadows group of churches, Morganton, 
N. C., has retired and now lives at 106 
East Ave., Morganton. 

Wm. T. Manson, Jr., Gaffney, S. C., will 
become pastor of the Sinking Springs 
church, Abingdon, Va., Aug. 15. 

J. Allen Christian from Bluefield, W. 
Va., to Rt. 3, Box 190, Charles City, Va. 

Herbert Booth Smith, who has been 
serving the Midland, Mich., church be- 
tween pastorates, will become temporary 
supply for the Warren Memorial and 
Fourth Avenue churches, Louisville, Ky. 

Samuel H. Hay from Morristown, Tenn., 
to 336 Edisto Ave., Columbia, S. C. 


DEATHS 

Samuel B. Lapsiey, 67, Cedar Springs 
church, Knoxville, Tenn., died in an 
Abingdon, Va., hospital May 31. On his 
way to the commencement of the General 
Assembly’s Training School where his 
daughter was being graduated, he suffered 
two heart attacks. Before going to his 
Knoxville pastorate he served as educa- 
tional secretary of the Assembly’s Home 
Missions Committee, Atlanta, Ga. 

Alva E. Miller, 81, pastor at Handley, 
Texas, 1923 until his retirement in 1947, 
died May 21. From 1926 to 1934 he was 
superintendent of home missions for Ft. 
Worth Presbytery. 

Walter C. Cansdale, 63, died of cancer 
May 20 in a Bristol, N. J., hospital follow- 
ing a long illness. He was assistant pas- 
tor of Covenant church, Trenton, N. J. 
Before going to that work in 1953 he 
served in Stillwell and Mt. Vernon, N. Y., 
Madison, N. C., Winona Lake, Ind., and 
Carthage and Savannah, Mo. 

Thos. M. Stevenson, 66, died in Danville, 
Va., May 31 where he had lived since re- 
tiring as pastor of the Hamer, S. C., 
church. He was pastor at Craigsville, Va., 
1931-49. 

W. P. Chedester, 76, died in Asheville, 
N. C., Apr. 29. Almost all of his active 
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ministry was spent in or near the city of 
his birth—Asheville. He had been retired 
since 1936. 


Wm. Lowry Walker, 45, Iowa Park, 
plane May 30 following a power failure in 
a take-off. He had just landed from taking 
his daughter for a ride when a 15-year- 
old neighbor, Carolyn Ann Whittenburg, 
a Presbyterian Youth Fellowship mem- 
ber, asked for a ride. She was killed in 
the crash. Mr. Walker was formerly pas- 
tor in West Point, Ga. 


TO BE RETIRED 

Jesse H. Baird, president of San Fran- 
cisco Theological Seminary, San Anselmo, 
Calif., since 1937, has announced his in- 


tention to retire from that position June 
30, 1957. 


UTS, VA. VISITING PROFESSOR 

John S. Whale, distinguished scholar 
and writer of South Devon, England, will 
be visiting professor, teaching Christian 
theology, at Union Seminary in Virginia 
during the third quarter of 1956-57. His 
course will be on “The Christian Faith 
in the Modern World.” 


TRAVEL 

James |. McCord, Austin (Texas) Semi- 
nary dean, is spending most of the sum- 
mer teaching in two seminaries in Brazil 

Recife and Campinas. From there he 
will go to Prague, Czechoslovakia, for a 
meeting of officials of the Presbyterian 
World Alliance. 


MISSIONARIES 

Presbyterian, U. S. missionaries whose 
retirement dates have been announced 
are: Katheryne L. Thompson, formerly 
missionary to China and recently to 
Japan, will end 35 years of service Sept. 
1; the Martin A. Hopkins of China com- 
pleted 39 years of service June 1; the 
G. R. Wolmeldorfs, formerly missionaries 
to China, completed 33 years of service 
June 1; Mrs. A. A. Talbot, formerly of 
the China mission, completed 33 years 
of service June 1. 


MARRIED 

James Lawrence Moss, formerly of the 
Fifth Creek and Bethesda churches, 
Statesville, N. C., and Dorothy Lois 
Texas, was killed in the crash of a light 
Baker, missionary-appointees for West 
Brazil, were married by the bride’s father, 
R. T. Baker, June 1 at Unity Church, 
Davidson, N. C. 


USA CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Staff additions announced by the Pres- 
byteran, USA, Board of Christian Educa- 
tion include: Margaret H. Bayley, Wil- 
mington, Calif., associate field director 
for the Synod of Iowa; Charles D. Hind- 
man, Columbus, Ohio, associate field 
director for the Synod of Illinois; Fred- 
erick C. Maier, Baldwin, N. Y., associate 
director in the adult program; Theon B. 
Maxson, Board associate in studying 
religion and. public education, will become 
associate secretary of higher education 
in October; Eli F. Wismer, Havertown, 
Pa., is associate director of the young 
people’s program; Roy W. Fairchild, Los 
Angeles, Calif., will carry out a research 
assignment on the Christian home during 
the coming year. 


DEGREES AND CITATIONS 

Presbyterian Junior College (N.C.)— 
William Black Citation: Robert Davidson 
Grier, donor of Camp Grier of Concord 
Presbytery and benefactor in many other 
ways. ‘ 

Centre (Ky.)—D.D.: Malcolm C. Mc- 
Iver, Jr., Richmond, Va.; Arthur B. Gross, 
Jreenville, Ky.; Se.D.: Walter G. Whit- 
man, Boston, Mass.; Daniel C. Elkin, 
Lancaster, Ky.; L.H.D.: Robt. G. Haney, 
Anchorage, Ky. 

Macalester (Minn.)—D. Sc.: Frederick 
J. Kenney, head of the Department of 
Chemistry, Hunter College, New York; 
Christopher Leo Kenney, head of the 
Department of Chemistry, Creighton Uni- 
versity, Nebraska (the Kenney brothers 
graduated from Macalester 40 years ago) ; 
LL. D.: Ralph W. Fellman, San Francisco; 
D. Mus.: Rupert Sircom, Minneapolis. 
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